





THE 


PANO 


AN 


LIST, 


MISSIONARY MAGAZINE, 








No. IL. 


APRIL, 1813. 


VoL. Vv. 





7 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


ON THE UTILITY OF MISSIONS TO THE HEATHEN. 


(Concluded from fr. 441.) 


Extract from the Report of the 
Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge for the Year 
1799. 


Extract of a Letter from a respecta- 
ble Gentleman in India, to the Rev. 
Dr. Viucent, communicated to the 
public in evidence of the Utility and 
Importance of the Society’s Mis- 
sion in that Country. 


“With regard to the question 
which has been agitated at home, 
on the exfiediency of sending 
Missionaries, (a question highly 
disgraceful to its opposers) it 
may be sufficient to know that 
the native Protestant converts, 
are, when compared with a like 
number of other natives, the 
most orderly and respectable 
class in the country. Their num- 
ber is very considerable; I should 
think about three thousand. That 
they consist of the lower or Pa- 
rar cast is a vulgar error; and 
instead of being, as is often as- 
serted, despised and contemptu- 
ously treated by their fellow na- 
tives they are universally re- 
spected. By the latter term, I 
Would be understood to say, that 
*n account of their general good 
Vor. V. New Series. 


behavior in society, they are es- 
teemed to possess more probity 
and better dispositions towards 
social kindness, than any other 
natives. I was surprised to see 
aman of the late Dr. Robertson’s 
learning and research introduce 
into his ‘Ancient India’ a stigma 
on the native Christians froma 
book called, I think, ‘Sketches 
of the Hindoos.’ One reflection, 
however, naturally arises on this 
error of the learned historian— 
Why are not such accounts pub- 
lished of the state of Christianity 
in India, as would have shewn 
the truth? Such accounts could 
only come from residents in In- 
dia acquainted with the language 
of the country, and who had paid 
some attention to the subject, 
with a view to publication. The 
annual proceedings of the Soci- 
ety at home shew by the corres- 
pondence of the Missionaries, the 
present state of the Mission: but 
I do not find any where a collect- 
ed statement of the numbers, &c. 
of the native Christians actually 
inIndia. TZhese proceedings are 
litile,if at all, read by European 
gentlemen in this country; and 


when I have shewn my copy of 
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the book to some, who ought to 
have been better informed, I 
found them unacquainted withit. I 
speak particularly of the volume 
which contains a letter from the 
late Mr. Swartz to your secreta- 
ry, in reply to observations said 
to have been made by the late 
Mr. Montgomery Campbell, on 
the subject of sending out Mis- 
sionaries, and the present state 
of native Christians. 

“You may ask five gentlemen 
out of six, who return from India, 
their opinion of the state of the 
native Christians; their reply will 
probablybe,that theysee no use in 
the endeavors to propagateChris- 
tianity here; and this will be fol- 
lowed by a repetition of the com- 
mon-place idea, transferred from 
one to another without examina- 
tion, ‘What can a black fellow 
Know about Christianity?’ I have 
heard one gentleman. acquainted 
with the Malabar, (Tamulian,) 
turn into ridicule the Malabar 
questions and answers of the 
catechism, &c., and assert that 
no native knew any thing more 
than the mere routine of answer- 
ing by rote, like a parrot. Now 
I am perfectly certain, that this 
gentleman spoke entirely at ran- 
dom, and that he never had taken 
the trouble, though he so well 
possessed the means from his 
knowledge of Malabar, to exam- 
ine the subject: another thing is, 
that he himself knows less of 
Christianity than the very people 
whom he ridiculed. It is from 
this sort of cant and jargon of 
ignorance and indifference, that 
false ideas respecting the native 
converts have been instilled into 
the minds of many at home: they 
also confound as one and the 
same thing, Protestant and Ro- 
man Catholic converts. Another 









Apri, 


gentleman of very respecta}j 
character and great philanthropy, 
holding a high station in th 
Company’s civil service, obsery. 
ed to me that the Missionarie, 
would be of great service jy 
promoting among the Company’; 
servants a knowledge of the 
country languages; but, what js 
the use of making converts? The 
people do just as well in thej: 
present state. At this you vil 
be but little astonished when | 
tell you that gentleman’s relig. 
ious creed; which is, that oy 
Savior as well as Mahomet, wa 
a prophet or person professing 
that character; that as he led a 
exemplary life, and propagated 
his doctrine by persuasion, no 
by force, he was entitled to the 
highest respect; whereas My 
homet was a blood-thirsty enthu: 
siast, and deserved abhorrence; 
but as to any portion of divinity 
attaching to our Savior’s chara: 
ter, he could not conceive it. 

“This I assure you, my cea 
Sir, is a true representation d 
that gentleman’s religious te 
nets; and let me acd, that we 
find here but few who gir 
themselves the trouble of goig 
into the subject of Christianity. 
What they possess, in generil 
arises from good impressions 
given them before they arrive 
India, by their parents or school: 
masters; but, as before the ag¢ 
of sixteen years those imprt* 
sions can rarely be founded on8 
due examination into the subyec 
and its proofs, such impressions 
losing the support of those wi 
first gave them, and recelvilg 
no aid from an effectual study 
proper authorities, gradually 
ver and fall. 

“In such a state of society; (! 
would be understood to spt 
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enerally,) can it be expected 
yhat much importance should be 
attached to the propagation of 
Christianity‘ 

«As to the question, however, 
ret me take it in a point of view 
abstracted from religious mo- 
tives. IS 1T OF NO IMPORTANCE 
yHAT THE VILE PREJUDICES A- 
RISING FROM SUPERSTITION, AND 
WHICH PROPAGATES DISEASE 
AND DEATH, SHOULD BE ERADI- 
catED? The prejudices against 
inoculation for the small pox is 
of this description. Thousands 

erish annually by that disorder 
unskilfully treated. 

“Look at the lower classes of 
the natives here. Great numbers 
cannot marry, because the ex- 
pense of the ceremony is beyond 
their power to bear. If they can 
borrow money for the purpose, 
they entail upon themselves the 
ruin of usurious interest, &c. It 
is an undeniable fact, that many 
thousands are prevented from 
marrying, by the want of money. 


-Among the Christians, no mar- 


riage fees, or any other charge 
whatever, are incurred. The 
consequences are obvious. 

“The state of morality among 
the natives is very low indeed. 
I have had transactions with ma- 
ny of those who have the char- 
acter of most respectable men, 
rich, and of good credit: I de- 
clare to you, I never met with 
one who had any idea of the ob- 
ligation of an oath, or who would 
hot break it without scruple, 
provided the crime could be ef- 
lected without discovery and 
punishment, and produce to 
them a pecuniary profit. There 
may be natives of a different 
character: all I can say is, that I 
hever met with one. I am speak- 
ing of those who are not Chris- 


tians. “Now I am clear that no 
man in the course of his dealines 
in England, with various charac- 
ters for some years, could truly 
make a similar assertion.* 

“If my statement be really ap- 
plicable to the general character 
of the natives, high and low, a 
change can only be effected 
gradually: but if any thing is 
done, it must be by means ot in- 
troducing among the natives 


* The assertion contained in this 
paragraph proves the general and 
monstrous corruption of the natives 
in India; of those natives we mean, 
who have not been transformed by 
the divine efficacy of the Cliristian 
faith. Let those who represent the 
Hindoos as honest, mild, docile, and 
harmless, consider the facis stated in 
this letter, and by Dr. Buchanan in 
his Researches; by every person, in 
short, who has been in India, and is 
qialified to decide on the subject. 
ut the great mass of India mer. 
chants, supercargoes, &c- who have 
undertaken, either in Great Britain 
or our own country, to declaim a- 
gainst missions, have evidently been 
as ignorant of genuine Christianity, 
as are the heathens whose morality 
and happy state they are so fond of 
eulogizing. The assertion which oc- 
casioned this note reminds us of one 
somewhat similar, made by an able 
writer in the Christian Observer. 
The words of Peter, Acts x, 25, Zz 
every nation, he that feareth Him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted wth 
Him, are sometimes misapplied to 
support the notion, that the heathen 
are as much in a state of salvation, as 
they would be, if the Gospel were 
preached tothem. On this nution, 
the writer just referred to observes, 
that he has enjoyed many opportuni- 
ties of becoming acquainted with the 
heathen in different parts of the 
world, that he has long and attentive- 
ly studied their character, and that 
he never knew a single individual 
among them, who gave saiirfactory 
evidence, that he feared Gad and 
wrought righteousness. We quote from 
memorv,e Kp. Pan. 
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men who possess an _ intimate 
knowledge of their languages, 
who show examples in their own 
persons, of religion, virtue, con- 
tempt of‘riches, (such and such 
only ought the Missionaries to 
be) patience, and conciliatory 
manners. Would the estabiish- 
ment of many such men have zo 
beneficial effect on the morality 
of the natives? Surely it would. 

«Such was the respect of the na- 
tives for the late Mr. Swartz, that 
Iam sure any set of natives in the 
Tanjore country would gladly 
have submitted their cause to 
his decisions; I mean, provided 
the cause were reputable. I[ 
mention this to shew how greatly 
character sways the opinion of 
the natives. 

“If superstitions, inimical to 
the well-being of mankind, fade 
in proportion as true knowledge 
and science advance, of which 
none can doubt; is it of no bene- 
fit to distribute in these coun- 
tries, men who can, or even who 
may advance them to the best 
effect? Will the Bramin have 
the same degree of power over 
the minds of the people when he 
is met upon his own ground by 
any European possessing as com- 
plete a knowledge of the Shans- 
crit, &c. as he himself does, and 
accomplished in scientific knowl- 
edge? Have the studies of the 
late Sir William Jones had no 
beneficial effect in a moral view, 
on the minds of those natives 
with whom he held an inter- 
course in Bengal! 

“Government,[ am sure, ought 
to promote, instead of opposing, 
the establishment of Missiona- 
ries such as I] have described; 
for through them ultimately, 
eoyernment wilh have better 










subjects to rule, and would kno, 
better the real state of thoy 
subjects. 

“The intercourse in. gener 
held by us with the body of the 
natives is: slight: interest anq 
business is the only spur t. 
wards this intercourse, and we 
draw our information not frog 
the fountain-head, but through 
the interpreters and comments 
tors, that interest and busines 
introduce. There is nothing of 
familiarity or society, or tenden- 
cy to social habits between us, 
except with a few principal mon. 
ted men. And how should there 
be? Without an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the language, 
such socicty must be irksome. 

“What are we to think of the 
debates at the India House, rela 
tive to Missionaries, as published 
by Mr. Woodfall in the year 
1793: In them we perceive one of 
the idle wandering stories of In- 
dia taken up as a matter of fact, 
and argued upon by a Proprietor 
as such, in a serious ques 
tion in the court. I saw 
a letter from that Proprietor 
to Mr. Swartz, written soon after 
he saw Mr. Swartz’s letter to 
your secretary, above alluded to; 
and he apologizes to him; ex- 
cusing himself by asserting, 
that his speech had been er- 
roneously reported in the news. 
papers. What then are we 
to think? Can we trust to what 
we see given as the speeches in 
the India house on the clatise 
relative to Missionaries? If we 
can, I fear that upon examine 
tion we should find some of the 
speakers had been at as little 
pains to obtain cerrect intelli- 
gence of the situation of the 
Protestant converts, as one Pre- 
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knoy ietor was regarding the story ticular part near the vertebra of 
those of the stock-buckle. the neck, and offered it to the 
«| perfectly agree with most idol. The affair was fully ex- 
Neral of the speakers in that debate, amined and proved, and the pun- 
of the MM hat Missionaries should not be ishment decreed was banishment 
t and MMcent out at the expense of the beyond the Coleroons; the exiles 
I to. ompany. It seems to me clear- accordingly went beyond that 
id we My that the speakers were ex- river, and returned again in two 
from HiMiremely afraid of Mr. Wilber- or three days: 
‘ough MM force’s clauses of the bill charg- “Turn from the enlightened 
lente [ing them with a greatand per- and polished Bramin te the wild 
Ness manent expense; and that under Coollery, particularly ‘to the Col- 
ng of the impression of this fear they leries of the Mellore, near Ma- 
nden- had brought forward hastily ar- dura. I have been much among 
N us, guments that are frivolous, and them, and know their disposi- 
mon principles that could not bear tions well: the civilization. of 
there the test of fair reasoning and ex- these appears hopeless; but I 
> aC: perience. And not one Propri- know that they would gladly re- 
uage, etor was found, who could offer ccive among them native school- 
ome. any thing in favor of the princi- masters to teach their children 
f the ple of establishing Missiona- to read and write. This surely 
relae ties, derived from his own ex- should be put in practice. To 
ished perience and personal knowl- this probably it may be objected, 
year edge. the country belongs to the Na- 
ne of “No Proprietor of that court, bob, and we must not interfere. 
f In. who has been in India, will be a However, the Nabob would, I’ll 
fact, very strenuous advocate,I pre- answer for it, gladly adopt so 
ietor sume, for upholding a religion beneficial a system. 
ues: which annually causes excessive “It will hardly be believed, 
saw tumult,and much blood-shed and but it is not the less true, that 
ietor murder. Let any one of them within these two years there was 
after recollect what annually passes a disturbance in the Nabob’s 
r t0 Me between the immense multi- district of Worriapalam; some 
d to; tudes of the right-hand and left- hundreds of his highness’s rab- 
ex: hand casts, as they are called. ble, under the name of troops, 
‘ing, Such outrages are exhibited ev- having assembled _ separately 
er- ery year in Madras itself, in from a party of the Company’s 
DWS- spite of the military drawn out troops, who were to assist in re- 
we to oppose it. What state of so- ducing the district, marched into 
v hat clety, let me ask, is this? Can it the different villages, which were 
s in be called civilization; or does it all abandoned, except bya few 
Auise partake of the private war of the miserable weavers who remain- 
we barbarous and feudal ages? ed in their houses. The enemy 
ina- “What are we to think of hue against whom these military op- 
the man sacrifices? A few years erations pointed, were poligars; 
ittle since, the Bramins of a certain but they had neither plundered 
ellie pagoda’ in the Tanjore country, nor set fire to the Nabob’s vil- 
the murdered for sacrifice a boy lages; the Nabob’s commander, 
10: of eleven years of aye. Having however, did both; and I have 


led him, they took out a par- 


seen part of that commander’s 
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journal, in which he enumerates 
the persons hanged by him daily; 
and the men so hanged were not 
belonging to the enemy, but 
peaceable merchants and weav- 
ers left here and there in the 
villages. The journal sums up 
the daily items of death in one 
column, like so many shillings, 
and at the bottom exhibits a total 
of thirty-two persons hanged in 
about fourteen days! 

“Independent of the comman- 
der’s own testimony, I know the 
truth of the matter from respect- 
able British officers, who were 
on the detachment, and whom I 
saw immediately after the ser- 
vice ended. 

“The state of the country, and 
of the minds of the people in 
which these scenes were acted, 
is truly deplorable. Shall we 
excuse ourselves, and say, this 
is the Nabob’s country?’ We 
ought to hope for some end to 
such a state of the human mind 
in these countries. Let us ask, 
what exertions have been made 
during the last thirty years to 
promote civilization; and let 
those who can, give the answer. 

“Tl am afraid we have never 
said to ourselves, Let us shew 
what these people will be twenty, 
or ten years hence. Sucha ques- 
tion ought to be asked at this 
moment, for additional millions 
of subjects have, by the late 
conquest, fallen under our do- 
minion or control.” 

Though the name of the wri- 
ter of this letter is not given by 
the Society, yet it contains in- 
trinsic proof of its having been 
written by no mean man. But if 
his representations, and those of 
Mr. Swartz, be true, what must 
we think of those statements 
which hold up the character of 









Arrn, 


the Hindoos 


as needing yy 
change. 


Extract from the Report for th 

Year 1800. 

The following affecting a. 
count of the funeral of the vey. 
erable Missionary Swartz, for 
cibly displays the influence 
such men on the minds of th 
natives. 

**His funeral was a most awful an 
very affecting sight. It was delayed; 
little longer above the limited tim 
as Serfogee Rajaht wished once mop 
to have a look at lim. The afPictiog 
which he suffered at the loss of te 
best of his friends, was very affecting, 
He shed a flood of tears over th 
body, and covered it with a gold 
cloth. We intended to sing a funer 
hymn, whilst the body was conveyed 
to the chapel; but we were prevenied 
from it by the bitter cries and lamen-. 
tations of the multitudes of poor who 
had crowded into the garden, and 
which pierced through our souls. We 
were of course obliged to defer it til 
our arrival at the chapel. 

The burial-service was performed 
by the Rev. Mr. Gericke, in the 
presence of the Rajah, the Resident, 
and most of the gentlemen whot 
sided in the place, and a great aum 
ber of native Christians, full of regret 
for the loss of so excellent a minister, 
the best of men, and a most wortly 
member of society. O may a merc 
ful God grant, that all those who ar 
appointed to preach the Gospel t 
the heathen world, may follow the 
example of this venerable servant 
Christ: And may he send many such 
faithful laborers, to answer the pio 
intention and endeavors of the hon 
able Society, for the enlargement 0 
the kingdom of Christ! May he mer 
cifully grant it, for the sake of olf 
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen,” 


Extract from the Report for ttt 
Year 1801. 

“I beg leave,” says the mission} 

Gericke, ‘fio senda letter from Serie 


t The hing f Tanjore: 
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ee Maha, Rajah of Tanjore, and to 
recommend its contents to the Soci- 
ety. Nosoncanhave a greater re- 
gard for his father, than this good 
Hindoo had for Mr. Swartz, and still 
has for his Memory. 

This letter is as follows: 


«To the Honorable Society 
ror PRomoTinG CHRISTIAN 
KNOWLEDGE. 

“Honorabie Sirs, 

“[ have requested of your 
Missionaties to’ write to you, 
their superiors and friends, and 
to apply to you in my name, for a 
monument of marble to be erect- 
ed in their church, that is in my 
capital and residency, to perpet- 
uate the memory of the late Rev. 
Father Swartz, and to manifest 
the great esteem I have for the 
character of that great and good 
man, and the gratitude I owe 
him, my father, my friend, the 
protector and guardian of my 
youth; and now I beg leave to 
epply to you myself, and to beg 
that, Upon my account, you will 
order such a monument for the 
late Reverend Missionary Father 
Swartz to be made, and to be 
sent out to me, that it may be 
fixed to the pillar, that is next to 
the pulpit from which he preach- 
ed. The pillars of the church 
are about two cubits broad. 

“May you, Honorable Sirs, ev- 
er be enabled to send to this 
country such Missionaries, us 
are like the late Rev. Mr. 
Swartz. 

“Tam, Honorable Sirs, yours 
faithfully and truly, 

SERFOGEE RaJan.” 

Tanjore, May 28, 1801. 

“The Society concurred in o- 
pinion with the East-India Mis- 
sion Committee, that the con- 
tents of this letter from the Ra- 
Jah of Tanjore do bear strong 


testimony to the high character 
of the late worthy and invalua- 
ble Missionary Mr. Swartz: that 
it will be proper to comply with 
the request of his Highness; and 
that steps be taken by the Com- 
mittee to have a suitable monu- 
ment constructed, as soon as 
may be,and that the same be 
sent out to Tanjore, to be placed 
in the Mission church there.” 
The monument was accord- 
ingly prepared by Mr. Bacon, 
and is now erected in the church 
at Tanjore—a lasting cvidence 
of the duty and policy of bring- 
ing into action, on the native 
mind, the powerful influence of 
the Gospel of Christ, when ad- 
ministered by holy men. 


Extracts from the Report for the 
Year 1803. 

“The Rev. Mr. Gericke, in a 
a letter dated at Vepery, 14 Feb. 
1803, informs the Society that he 
had recently been through the 
Mysare country, and thence to 
Palamcotta, visiting all their 
congregations, and that it had 
pleased God to awaken a sense 
of religion in the inhabitants of 
whole villages, insom@ch that of 
their own accord they had sovght 
instruction from the neighbor- 
ing Christians, and their catc- 
chists, and from Satianaden, and 
had wished anxiously for his 
coming, to be farther instructed, 
and baptised. The first of these 
villages, to which he had been 
called, was newly built by cate- 
chumens, who had before lived 
in neighboring places, and their 
church was finished, when he 
arrived to preach, and baptise in 
it. In four other villages, the 
inhabitants being unanimous in 
their resolution of* embracing 
the Christian faith, put away 
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their idols, and converted their teachers were good men; aj 
temples into Christian churches, Missionaries, without the Spiti 
and were instructed and baptised and mind of Christ, and as fy 
in them. For another new vil- of the world as the natives ate 
lage, and church for catechu- would soon make the Missiq 
mens, that lived dispersed, he the most graceless thing imap. 
| had bought a piece of ground, inable.” | 
ae. and instructed and baptised in “They express an anxiety fy 
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it, under a temporary shade. On_ the receipt of printing paper, x 
a: his departure from the Tinna- their press. was constantly q. 
Ati velly country, where this had gaged in working off books, fy 
" i ‘ happened, messages were re- the use of the Malabar Chr 
} 


ceived from many villages, re-  tians, and lately for the new cop. 
questing him to stay a few gregations, which in great num. 


wis months longer, and to do in_ bers had recently been baptisej 
ie if their villages, what had been by Mr. Gericke, many of whon, 
ay done in others. Not conceiving not having yet been able to get 
Si himself at liberty to do so, he books enough for their instruc. 
$ iy had recommended them to Sat- tion, had written the catechism 
a. tianaden, to the old catechists, and prayers on palmyra leaves, 


and to the new assistants. By which they had rehearsed to Mr, 
these means, there had been in- Gericke, in a manner beyond his 
structed, and baptised, about expectation. 


' twicethe number that he had “Their hearts had_ been filled 

1 ie baptised,which were above!300.” with praise to God, for the pro. 
4 Gt “It seems,” Mr. G. observes, gress which the Gospel of Chris 
Peet “that if we had faithful and dis- had lately made amongst the 
pe | creet laborers, for the vincyard Heathens; and they consideredit 


of the Protestant Mission onthis as an extraordinary Providence, 
te coast, to send, wherever a door tending to the furtherance o 


oe be is opened unto us, rapid would Christian Knowledge, that the 
ee be the progress of the Gospel. country was under a Christian 
4 os, Qur native teachers, though government, which they trusted 
ae] some of them may not be inferior would lend its benevolent and 


to us, in the knowledge ofthe protecting hand to lessen the 
ereat truths of the Gospel, and perils, that had attended the re 
in the manner of communicat- ception of Christianity, and 1 
h ! ing them, still their discourses encourage its introduction 
i} carry not that weight with them, Hence, the natives would eam 
| | that is felt when we speak tothe how to fear God, to honor the 
natives. They never gain that king, to obey the laws, and 
} confidence that is placed in an become industrious and faithful 
European, when they are once subjects, as well as to pice 
\ convinced that he is actually their foolish and often most crué 
what he exhorts them to be. superstitions. Of the latter, they 
Without good Missionaries, true had had, within the last year? 
Ry: | disciples of Jesus-Christ, from striking instance, when two tg 
i home, the work of the Mission, men were suffered to be a 
a it seems, would lose its respec- alive, with the corpse of the 6g 
t an tability, even though the native Rajah 4mersing, a circumstane 
1 
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that afterwards produced a series 
of fantastic follies. Several wo- 
men pretended to be possessed 
with the spirit of one of the 
burnt women, and affected to 
produce wonderful cures among 
the sick. The imposition was, 
however, at length checked, and 
4he impostors punished by the 
collector, and even by the pres- 
ent Rajah, Serfogee.” 


«Can any reflecting man read 
these Extracts,” say the British 
publishers, “without a deep con- 
yiction, that it is our indispensa- 
ble duty, and our soundest wis- 
dom, to plant such men as Swartz 
and Gericke, wherever British 
Influence extends? Shall sixty 
MILLIONS OF HEATHEN SUBJECTS 
of the British crown, nay, TEN- 
ants and RETAINERS Of the Brit- 
ish nation, shall they be abandon- 
edtoa cruel and debasing su- 
perstition, when prudent meas- 
ures, and holy men, will, with 
the blessing of God, be the means 
of enlightening their minds, ele- 
vating their characters, attaching 
them to British interests, and 
everlastingly saving their souls? 
No measures of coercion are 
asked for: nor are they wanted: 
nor ought they to be employed. 
But let this nation now, as with 
one voice, assert its determina- 
tion, as a Christian nation, to re- 
deem its character—to repent of 
ils past negligence and ingrati- 
tude—and to express its sense 
of the Divine mercies toward it, 
by endeavoring wisely, but zeal- 
SUsly, to communicate to its 
most distant dependencies, the 
word of life and salvation. 

“Let the nation now resolve 
‘© act in the full sprit of the res- 
olution ofits Representatives in 
Parliament, passed May 14th, 
1793, 


Vou. V, New Series. 
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“Resolved, That it is ‘the opin- 
ion of this Committee, that it 
is the peculiar and boundén 
duty of the Legislature to pro- 
mote, by ajl just and prudent 
means, the interest.and happi- 
ness of the inhabitants of the 
British dominions in India, 
and that, for these ends, such 
measures ought to be adopted 
as may gradually tend to their 
advancement in useful knowl- 
edge, and to their religious 
and moral improvement.” 


The “Society for Missions to 
Africa and the East,” instituted 
by members of the Established 
Church, has come forward in 
this important business, with 
much zeal, as will be seen by 
the following Resolutions:— 


**At a Special General Meeting of 
the ‘Soc:cty fer Missions to Atrica 
and the East,’ held at the New Lon- 
don Tavern, Cheapside, on Friday, 
the 24th April, 1812, in consequence 
of a requisition frum many respecta- 
ble Members; 

Present, the. Right Hon. Lord 
GAMBIER in the Chair—and about 
Four Hundred Gentlemen. 

Resolved, unanimously, on the Mo- 
tion of HENry Tuornron, Esq. M. 
P. seconded by Wm. WILBERFORCE, 
Esq. M. P. viz. 

‘That, it appearing to this Meet- 
ing, that a very numerous body ot 
Europezn and native Christians are 
subject to the British crown in India, 
and also, according to general esti- 
mation, upwards of Sixty Millions of 
Mahometans and Heathens—it is 2 
duty incumbent on this Society to 
exert itsel rder to procure such 
provisions utthe New Charter to be 
granted to the East India Company, 
as shall afford sufficient opportunt- 
ties to those benevoient persons who 
shall be desirous of going to India, 
for the purpose of communicating te 
its population the blessings of Chris- 
tian light and moral improvement; 
and also such provisions as shall pre- 
vent the obstruction of their endeav- 
ors for premoting their object in that 
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country, so long as they shall conduct 
themselves in a peaceable and order- 
ly manner.” 

“‘Resolved,unanimously,on the Mo- 
tion of the Right Hen. Lord Cat- 
THORPE, seconded by James Ste. 
Puen, Esq M. P. **That a Deputa- 
tion of the Members of this Society 
be appointed to wait on his Majesty’s 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the 
Ear! of Bnckinghamshire, the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Control, to so- 
licit their support to the objects of 
the foregoing Resolution, and the 
honor of conferring with them on the 
means of attaining those objects, so 
far as this Society isconcerned. And 
also that the Deputati n be empow- 
ered to wait on any other of his Maj- 
esty’s Ministers, and any of the Mem- 
bers of either House of iarliament to 
whom they may deem it expedient to 
apply.” 

Resolved, unanimously, on the Mo- 
tion of CuHarxtes Noe Noen, Esq. 
M. P. seconded by T. R. Kemp,&sq, 
M. P. 

‘Chat the Governor and Treasurer 
of this Society be a Depuiation for 
the purpeses mentioned in the fore- 
going Resolutions, and that they be 
empowered to avail themselves of 
the assistance of any other Member 
of the Society whom they may think 
proper.” 


For the Panoplist. 
ON PARTY SPIRIT. 


In the Panoplist for Sept. 1812, 
1 read with pleasure an essay, 
“On the means of averting na- 
tional calamitics.”” In the pres- 
ent state of our nation, this sub- 
ject is peculiarly interesting, 
and ought to engageghe prayer- 
ful attention of every Chrisuan, 
and indeed, of every citizen. In 
the counsels of divine Provi- 
dence, there is a reason for the 
infliction of so great a judgment, 
aS war, upon our nation. This 
reason, without the least doubt, 





is our individual and nationg 
transgressions. The direction 
in the above mentioned egy 
are well calculated, it is belie, 
ed, to effect an object so desir. 
ble as the removal of nations 
calamities. The proof is op. 
clusive from Scripture, that gen. 
eral repentance and reformatig, 
will be followed with the blessin, 
of God, and the cessation of evils 
which are suffered by the peo. 
ple. Zhen will the Lord h 
jealous for his land, and futy hi 
freofile. This is one of the cop. 
soling declarations which Go 
has made, in view of such cop 
duct. But there is among usa 
great obstacle to general re 
pentance and reformation, viz, 
the influence of party spirit. } 
is to be feared that this will, ing 
great degree, prevent the per. 
ception of our national sins, and 
lead to perseverance in iniquity. 
The course, which party spirit 
naturally takes, Iet the truth be 
where it may, promises nothing 
favorable. It is thought, hov- 
ever, that something may be 
done to check the progress o 
this destroyer of nations. To 
recommend a diligent. searcl 
after truth, though it be granted 
that the influence of truth vill 
banish party spirit, does not ap 
pear sufficient. The fact is, that 
truth, in politics, is often sup- 
posed to be already attained. 
Hence arise those strong prejt: 
dices, which are so opposet to 
repentance and reformatior. 
Shall not we have more reasot 
to expect good, if means be fist 
used to allay the fury of party 
spirit—to render prejudices less 
violent—and to diminish the 1 
fluence of existing animosit}' 
Will it not be more probable 
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that reflection will then return, 
and the mind inquire with more 
sincerity and ardor after truth? 
Nothing can be more indisputa- 
ble, than that the great mass of 
the community act from feeling. 
Their passions are In some Way 
excited, and every thing concurs 
to strengthen these passions. 
All pretend, indeed, to act from 
reason;—but how often is it man- 
ifest, that their feelings give 
force and weight to their rea- 
sons; and that, without the feel- 
ings, the reasons would have no 
influence, and would even ap- 
pear ridiculous. It must be the 
first object, then, to lessen the 
violence of party spirit. In or- 
der to effect this purpose, let the 
jollowing considerations be at- 
tended to. 

1. Let the ministers of the 
Gospel exhibit full proof éy their 
conduct, that they percieve and 
fear the evils of party spirit. A 
man may be jealous and anxious 
for the rights and privileges, and 
prosperity of the country, and 
may manifest the deep concern 
of a truce patriot, without show- 
ing the extremity—the folly— 
the madness of party spirit. 
Never let the servant of God so 
lar forget himself, as to discover 
the feelings of a partisan. 

Further; Jet the ministers of 
the Gospel, when they are uni- 
ing with the people in public 
worship, humbly and fervently 
address the Lord to destroy the 
influcuce of party spirit. It is 
an acknowledged evil; all should 
pray, therefore, that it may cease. 
Many considerations may be ap- 
propriately introduced in this 
conhexion. One only is suggest- 
Me. viz. fervent supplication that 
the people may feel right in 
‘lew of this evil—-may be indu- 
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ced to examine their own hearts, 
—to reform themselves,—and to 
pray that others may be deliver- 
ed from its influence. I have 
sometimes been astonished, that 
ministers so seldom introduce 
into their public prayers any 
thing connected with this evil, 
which is so threatening to our 
country. Much good may be 
done by praying aright in refer- 
ence to this subject. The so- 
lemnity of the sanctuary will 
have much influence. If the 
speaker should not be guilty of 


the very iniquity, which he is. 


praying may be brought to an 
end, the minds of the people will 
naturally be affected; and their 
attention will be turned to their 
own teelings and conduct. 

It hardiy need be added, that 
no minister can desire to sce the 
influence of party spirit dimin- 
ished, who uses’ expressions 
which are calculated to strength- 
en and cherish party feclings. 

2. Let ministers occasionally, 
in their sermons, lead the atten- 
tion of their people to the sub- 
ject of brotherly deve. In addition 
to common cases, Iet them show 
what must be its operation in re- 
spect to party, and how hostile 
to its existence is the influence 
of party spirit. There is great 
reason to believe, that a ferson, 
who is deefily engaged in frarty 
feelings, can have but very little 
religion. ‘Two things afford very 
conclusive proof of this. In times 
of revival of religion, party is 
almost forgotten—party spirit is 
nearly extinguished. And those, 
who appear to have the most re- 
ligion, have the least concern 
with the party politics of the 
country. if this proof be admit- 
ted, each Christian is deeply con- 
cerned. He is piercing his own 
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soul (if under the influence of 
party spirit) as well as wounding 
his Savior, and the religion of 
the Gospel. 

Should it be objected, that 
such is the state of the country, 
that even the subject of brotherly 
love cannet be thus treated with- 
out giving offence to Christians, 
in case the church be composed 
of members of both parties, it 
might be sufficient to answer, 
that our churches then contain 
but little religion. The minis- 
ter, or the members, or both, 
must be highly in fault. But 
another answer, more honorable 
to the Christian name, is now 
given. The writer is acquainted 
with facts to the contrary of the 
foregoing assertion, and that in 
the very case supposed. Let 
the Christian character appear in 
the preacher while he addresses 
his brethren, and the objection is 
wholly removed. Then might 
it be sald, as it was of old, “See, 
how these Christians leve one 
another.” 

3. It is not sufficient that min- 
isters only should feel this sub- 
ject, and act as reason and Scrip- 
ture require. Their people 
ought also to be impressed with 
the importance of the subject. 
Various methods may be taken 
to effect this. Ministers, by con- 
ducting as is here urged, would 
contribute not a little. These 
few ideas may be read by some 
of the influential members of our 
churches, who can lend the heip- 
ing hand. Our religious publi- 
cations may present this subject 
to their readers in different 
points of light. Common Chris- 
tians should be taught to join 
their prayers in aid of so desira- 
ble an object. Mutual regard, 
sympathy, and harmony, should 



































be inculcated. We should } 
taught our own weakness andj), 
firmity, and our exposure to & 
wrong. 

The view which has beg 
taken is calculated to fill th 
hearts of Christians with serions 
reflections. Muchis depending 
upon their conduct. If they wil 
with cne heart do their duty, we 
shall have great reason to hope, 
that the evils, which now afiic 
our country, will ere long come 
toanend. May ail be disposed 
to unite with engagedness in 5 
good a work; and muy the bles 
sing of the Lord rest upon ou 
land, BERK. 


ON GIVING MONEY IN CHARITY. 
To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


Sir, 

I know not that you are in the 
habit of giving advice; or that 
you wil! deem it compatible with 
the objects of your Miscellany 
to lay a plain statement of a di fi. 
cult case, before your reacers. 
But, believing that your symp 
thy will be excited by my ange 1 
situation, and that you will b 
disposed to do any thing reason 
able for my relief, 1 submit the 
following account of my perple: 
itles. 

It is a notorious fact, that the 
present time is remarkable o 
account of the multitude of ce 
mands made upon our propery 
for objects termed charitable. 
I am sure no age was ever but 
dened with so many céaritadlt 
soc:elies, and chartiahle subserif- 
tions, avd charttabte cailsy laying 
continual sicge to a man’s purse 

Our minister, Mr. Editor, has 
caught this phrenzy, (for such! 





rku, I 81 $- 


Id by steem it,) and he is borne away 
Nd ip. py the popular current beyond 
to do jie bounds of reason, and (as it 
yppears tO me,) beyond the dic- 
ates of his own judgment. He 
olds it to be a privilege to 
live in such an age as this, 
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nding hen demands on our charity 
y will fare so rapidly increasing. He 
Vy We alleges that there is in the Bi- 
hope, ble such a text as this; J¢ is 


afflict more blessed to giwe than to re- 
come eve. Consequently, he often 
posed inculcates the duty of giving 
iN $0 away money, aS a mean of in- 


bles. reasing our own happiness. 


n our And, preposterous as it may ap- 
RK, pear, I have heard him pray, that 
opportunities for exercising our 
charity might be multiplied, in 
RITY, order, according to his doctrine, 
that our own happiness might be 

st. proportionably increased. 
But our minister, sir, is not 
content with barely preaching 
n the and praying in this style. If he 
P that were, 1 should not trouble you 
with with this complaint. For I can 
any brave out pretty hard things 
diff from the pulpit, if nobody will 
clers. throw them into my face and 
Mm pie tyes on week days. But when- 
infu ever the minister rides up to my 
It be door, I am afraid of seeing some 
SON. ‘subscription, some constitution 
t the ol a charitable society, in which 
sles “loney is the prime requisite of 
neimbership. I expect to hear 
t the something about the poor hea- 
e on ‘ely Or Of some young man who 
* de- must be educated for the minis- 
erty ‘yy OF some other proposal, 
able. &(ually hostile to my purse and 

bur: NY inclinations. 

fable By his many good qualities, 
rift ‘nd known integrity, our minis- 
ying ‘“T has great influence with his 
TSE. People, And whenever he pro- 
“has poses a plan of charity, it re- 


ft 
ens 


“ves pretty general patronage. 
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This practice of giving is becom- 
ing so customary among us, that 
any one who refuses his support 
to charitable purposes will fcc! 
himself in some danger of bei..g 
counted niggardly. 7 

Now, Mr. Editor, | and my 
wife have, by our industry and 
good management, scraped to- 
gether a handsome property. 
We know that we have as much 
money as our neighbors, and we 
love to have others know it too. 
We wish to hold a respectable 
Standing in society. We have 
as good a house, appear as well 
clad, and set as good a table as 
any around us. And we intend 
to do so still. But then, Sir, we 
came hardly by our property, 
and cannot think of throwing it 
away. We have never profited 
by the charity of others; and we 
can’t see how others have any 
claim on the fruits of our hard 
labor. To give away our money 
for the various charitable purpo- 
ses proposed, would be totally 
contrary to all our ideas and 
rules of economy. I was never 
convinced, that charity meant 
giving away money. I wish my 
fellow creatures well; I have as 
much feeling for them as any 
man. ButI believe it was never 
understood in former times, that 
charity implied the giving away 
of our property. This is cer- 
tainly a new coined doctrine. 
So, Mr. Editor, I am in con- 
science opposed to this new plan. 

Besides, Sir, I have several 
children. And my wife, though 


she is notably industrious and 
frugal herself, intends to make 
ladies of her daughters. Fashions 
you know run high. We think 
we can afford to support our 
children on a Jevel with the first. 
And to educate my sons, to in- 
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dulge my daughiers with fre- 
quent parties, to keep up weth 
the numerous improvements In 
fashions: and manners; all this 
takes off my loose change, so 
that I have nothing to give, if 
my conscience were not opposed 
to the plan. 

Now comes my difficulty. It 
wounds me exceedingly to fall 
behind my neighbors ia any 
thing. | can’t endure to be 
thougit meanor stingy. It hurts 
me intolerably to put off a chari- 
table subscription, on which I see 
the names of many, who are not 
so able as myself. A thing of 
this kind will sometimes make 
me fce] disagreeably a whole 
month. I am afraid that many 
will think I am not so rich as 
my neighbors, because I do not 
give away so much as they do. 

Ina word, 1 am brought to this 
dilemma; I must either give 
away my money, or run the risk 
of being regarded as an under- 
ling, and of losing somewhat of 
my minister’s good opinion, for 
you must know that he thinks 
me quite a reputable man. 

Now I see uo way of relief, 
unless our minister and_ his 
fricncs can be induced to sus- 
pend their exertions for charita- 
ble purposes. This would bring 
us all to a level again, and my 
money would be safe. I know 
of no one more likely to have in- 
fluence with our ininister than 
yourself Mr. Editor. He places 
confidence in you; and does not 
fail to read every thing which 
your work contains. Now what 
{ have to request of you is, that 
you, or some of your keen cor- 
respondents, should produce a 
piece on the mischiefs of multi- 
plying, and hunting up, objects 
of charity. Be pointed and se- 
vere an your strictures. Tell 


people how painful it is to g, 
so many subscription pape 
Paint their evil effects in gloy. 
ing colors. They will drain g 
the money from the country, 
they will circumscribe the pleas. 
ures of our children, and reduce 
them to a state of penury. Yo, 
will have a wide field before you, 
and [ have no doubt but you wil 
occupy it to advantage. 

By speedy attention to this suly 
rect you will probably relicye 
your humble servant, 

JAPuETH, 


P.S. While IT am about wn. 
fing, Mr. Editor, | ougit to put 
in a word for my wiic, whose 
situation is full as painful as mj 
own, and wiio agrees with me 
fully in my scntiments on this 
subject. You must know, tla 
the women in our town, hare 
formed a Cent Society for chari. 
table purposes. It is very Lush 
lonable to become members ¢ 
it. ut my wile, though she 
wishes to be equal witii any, 
cannot fee] willing as yet to jou 
Luis institution. 

She has tried various metho 
to throw off the dreaded oppro 
brium of being back ward in sui 
athing. Sometimes she wail 
the money for her daughters. al 
other times she endeavors to ri 
icule the society on account oi! 
name, as a frivoloys and childs 
thing. Were it a Dollar. or@ 
Eagle Society, says she, J will 
join it, But it all does not ar 
swer. ‘The women, she feats 
will regard it as a little thing! 
my wile, to refuse a cent a week 
when she cannot say but the 0 
ject is good. And many ha’? 
no more sense than to reply,” 
the last mentioned argumel 
that if a cent is too inconside™ 
ble, she may freely put !* 
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10 see yar, or an eagle, in lieu of it. gainst Cent Societaes,on my wife’s 
ape, You see our situation, Sir. Do account. 
glow. ay something very pointed a- 
rain all ; es 
bun RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
; Pieas. 
ie pLAIN SCRIPTURE READINGS.  thata Greck preposition, differ- 
»  Yoy ent from the ome which 1s trans- 
ve Vou, No. IV. lated by before every word, has 
OU wil nearly equal claims to be consid- 
)x re-perusing my second num- ered as the true reading. The 
is sth per, observe a sentence Hable proposed alteration could neither 
relicye obs misunderstood; and there- affect the translation nor the 
fore take the first opportunity of sense. 
ET Hy xsplaining it. The sentence oc- V. 10. a. G. behind me. If this 
) curs in the Panoplist for Feb. p. addition be admitted, the clause 
Ut wns 396, and asserts, that ‘the word wili read, Get thee behind me, Sa- 
10 put translated Lord, Matt. i, 13,15, san,as in Luke iv, 8, instead of 
Whiose and 19, undoubtedly means the Ger thee hence, Satan. 
as iy self-existent God; and is used in V. 12. p.o. Jesus. The verse 
ith me Greek for Jehovas in Hebrew.’ will then read, Now when he had 
mn this It might be understood, that the heard, &c. 
Wy Thal passages here referred to are V.13. Griesbach proposes a 
by hare represented as direct quotations different mode of spelling Cap er- 
Chari trom the Oid Testament. This NAUM, AS of nearly equal author- 
'y Lash was not my intention; but sim- ity with the common one. 
bers of ply to state, that wherever the V. 18. om. Jesus. The verse 
rl she phrases the angel of the Lord, will then read, And walking by 
id any, and the Lord sfake, occur inthe the sea of Galilee, he saw, &c. 
to jou Uld Testament, the Hebrew None of these various readings 
word for Lord is Jehovah. That affect the sense, unless that ot 
cthois the self-existent God is meant the 10th verse; and if the force 
oppro- inthese passages in Matt. ii,no of the Greek verb, translated 
i) Such person Can doubt. But Matt. ill, Get thee hence, be considered, 
Walt 3, 18 a direct quotation from a the alteration of the meaning by 
TS. al prophecy, in which Isaiah uses the proposed addition seems 
£0 rl: the word Jehovah. scarcely perceptible. 
ut ol [ take this occasion to say, No important emendation of 
hildist HMB that the French transtation refer- our version of this chapter has 
: or) Ma red to in my last number, (Pan. occurred to me, except in regard 
spoil for March, p. 456,) was printed tothe word rendered repent, in 
ind rom the stereotype copy circu- the 17th verse. The meaning 
feats jlated by the British and Foreign of this was discussed and ex- 
sing Bible Society. It may be pre- plained in my last number. It 
weeks | Sumed, therefore, that learned has occurred to me as a natural 
he ov pid judicious men in England inquiry, How came so many trans- 
y have | “Steem it the best French trans-  Jators to render the word so inad- 
ply, ° ‘uon Ih existence. equately as they have done, if 
une the meaning of the original be in 
oe Matruew IV. fact as I have stated? By way 
~ im é 


Various Readings. 
4. Griesbach is of opinion, 


| Ver, 


of answer let the following things 
be considered, 
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The original word, according 
to the explanation already given, 
imports a change of moral char- 
acter, whenever it 1s used to ex- 
press a preparation for evangeli- 
cal enjoyment, or for a future 
state of happiness. This change 
of moral character implies many 
things; of which one of the prin- 
cipal is sorrow fer sin. Perhaps 
among new converts, generally, 
self-loathing, or a deep abhor- 
rence of their past character and 
conduct, is the most prominent 
feeling. It isnot strange, there- 
fore, that the Latin translation 
usually called the Vulgate should 
have adopted a word expressive 
of sorrow for past conduct; es- 
pecially as the Latin tongue has 
no single word which gives the 
exact meaning of the original. 
Conformably to the Vulgate, 
many modern translations have 
expressions equivalent to our 
repent. This has not, however, 
been the universal practice. Be- 
za has generally taken a word 
much preferable, and which con- 
veys the idea of a return toa state 
of sanity and wisdom. Still he 
has not hit the exact meaning of 
the Greek. The error in most 
cases has been the taking of a 
part of the meaning conveyed, 
or rather implied, in the original, 
instead of expressing the whole. 

Dr. Campbell, for instance, 
finding that the evangelical 
change here required is durable 
in its effects and consequences, 
lays much stress upon the idea 
of permanence, and expresses the 
change by reformetion, which, 
according to him, is a permanent 
change trom worse to better. 
Now the original word does not 
of itself convey the idea of a fer- 
manent change; but when used 
‘o designate the great moral 


fact permanent. 






change which the Gospel] », 
quires, the idea of permaneny, 
is perfectly compatible with , 
the ideas really conveyed: aj 
we learn from many passages, 
Scripture, that this change is; 








Let it be observed, also, thy 
the word refent, in its genuiy, 
acceptation, has no reference y 
the moral nature of the actin 
repented of, nor to the moy 
character of the person reper. 
ing. Thus a miser may repey 
that he gave a trifle in chariy 
just as truly, as Paul repent, 
that he had persecuted the Chris 
tians. Learned divines, hoy. 
ever, have perceived in evey 
age, that the common trans, 
tions of the passage in question, 
and of others like it, needed ex. 
planation. They have defined 
repentance and the equivalent 
words in other languages, by ex- 
plaining very fully the mor 
change above mentioned, anda 
its effects and consequences. An 
excellent Latin compend of the 
ology, now lying before me, ce 
fines refrentance, (i. e. the Latin 
word used by Beza,) to beth 
circume:sion of the heart, a ci 
verston to God, a sfiiritual ren 
vation, sanctification of the mir, 
the new creation, and the fri 
resurrection. Though these st 
good definitions of the gre 
moral change required by tl 
Gospel, they are much too ext 
sive for the meaning of our word 
repentance. On attentive 
sideration, therefore, I am © 
firmed in the opinion, that tt 
French translation above relt” 
red to, and which is equivel™ 
to convert yourselves, or be 
verted, is the best translatio?| 
have met with. The follow!" 
paraphrase of the 17th verse” 
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ered to the consideration of 
he reader: ‘From that time be- 
san Jesus to make proclamation, 
and 10 say, Change your dispus?- 
Hons, become ofa different moral 
eharacter, in erder.to share in the 
enjoyments of that heavenly king- 
dom, that reign of piety and be- 
»evelence, which I am ‘come to 
-eyeal, establish, and defend, and 
which shall be perfected in a fu- 
‘ure state ef unchangeable hap- 
niness and glory.’ Unless Iam 
cveutly mistaken, this view of 
ihe subject throws light on many 
passages of Scripture. it is 
sometimes asked, for instance, 
Which is frst, repentance or 
faith! And taking the common 
acceptation of repentance among 
religious people, viz. a godly sor- 
row for sin, itis difficult to tell! 
which is first, faith or this re- 
pentance. But understanding 
the word translated repentance 
to mean a moral change of char- 
ecter, the difficulty is removed; 
tut this change must precede 
woth @ godly sorrow for sin, and 
evangelical. faith. ‘Phe reader 
willexeuse the lengih of these 
vemarks, when he considers the 
vast Importance of the subject. 

Br. Campbeil’s translation of 
his chapter is in-scveral inpstan- 
“es 400 much like a paraphrase. 


Doctrines. 


We are taucht in this chapter, 
«at our Savior was carried up 
‘nto the wilderness by the Spirit 
0 be exposed to the temptations 
ol the devil; v. 1; that after hav- 
ing fasted forty days and forty 
“ghts He became hungry, and 
Was accosted by the tempter with 
« Tequest that he would work a 
Miracle for his own sustenance, 
uf He were, as He had been pro- 

Vou. Vi M w Series. 


Piain Seripture Readings. 497 


claimed from heaven, the Son of 
God; v. 2, 3; that he repelled 
the temptation by an appropriate 
quotation from the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament; vy. 4; that 
the devil next conducts our Sa- 
vior to one of the highest parts 
of the temple, which siood in the 
midst of Jerusalem, and proposes 
that he should cast himself 
down, in order to experience the 
fulfilment of a divine promise 
made to ali the children of God; 
v. 556; that Christ repelled the 
temptation by another quotation 
from Scripture; v. 7; that the 
devil again conducts him to the 
top of a very high mountain, 
spreads before him the wealth, 
power, and grandeur,of the whole 
worid, and offers to give thein to 
Ilim, on the single condition that 
He wiil prostrate himself before 
the giver, and worship him; v. 8, 
9; that our Savior repels this 
third temptation by a third quota- 
tion irom Scripture, and banishes 
Satan from His presence with in- 
dignation, and a tone of infinite 
superiority to the tempter and 
all nis machinations; v. LO; that 
the tempter, being foiled, leaves 
our Savicr, and angeis come and 
serve Elim; v. 11; that Christ, 
hearing of the seizure of John, 
left Nazareth and dwelt in Ca- 
pernuum, so that a prophecy of 
tsaiuh was accomplished; v. 
}2—~16; that mankind without the 
Gospel are in a state of utter 
moral darkness; vy. 16; that whea 
our Savior first came to reside 
at Capernaum he made procla- 
mation of the necessity ofa moral 
change in the character of men 
generally, so that they might 
profit by the Gospel dispensa- 
tion which was about to be re- 
vealed; y. 17; that Christ :. 
his four first disciples, afterward 
03 
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to become apostles, from among 
the fishermen of Galilee; v. 
18—-22; that Christ publicly 
taught throughout all Galilee, 
proclaiming the glad tidings of 
the kingdom, healing every spe- 
cies of sickness, and delivering 
from the power of evil spirits all 
who were possessed by them; 
that these wonderful events car- 
ried His fame through all Syria; 
and that multitudes followed him 
from the neighboring territories; 
v. 23-——2 

Among the implied doctrines 
contained in this chapter, we ob- 
serve, that here is taught the 
existence of two intelligent a- 
gents; one, the Spirit, who after- 
wards is revealed as the third 
person in the ever blessed Trin- 
ity; the other, the devil, the false 
accuser, the tempter, the great 
enemy of God and man; v. 1; 
that Christ was truly man, being 
subject to human passions; v. 2; 
that the best way to resist temp- 
tation isto resorttoScripture; v.4, 
7, 10; that Scripture niay be quot- 
ed for any purpose, however dia- 
bolical,and by any party,however, 
unprincipled; v. 6; that the prop- 
er way to correct a misapplica- 
tion of a particular passage of 
Scripture is by comparing it 
with other passages; v. 7; that, 
therefore, every person ought to 
be acquainted with Scripture, 
us every person is exposed to 
temptation; that there are good 
ungels,who delighted to minister 
io the Savior while on earth; vy. 
11; that it is sometimes prudent 
to yicld to injustice, and to avoid 
exposing one’s self to wicked 
men; v. 12; that mankind are so 
depraved as to need a thorough 
change before they can enjoy 
the Gospel; v. 17; aqd that malig- 


uant spirits were permitted to 


torment some individuals, 4, 
least, among the people of Syrjz. 
v. 24, 


Miscellaneous Remarks, 


It is utterly mconceivable ty 
me, that the Spirit should be jp. 
troduced, as He is in the firs; 
verse, if an attribute of God, as 
Socinians assert, or a mere gb. 
stract quality, were intended, 

The word translated Lord, y, 
7 and 10, is Jehovah in the He. 
brew of the Old Testamen:. 
from which these passages are 
quoted. ; 

Our Savior suffered himself 
to be directed by Satan, so far as 
to go, at his instance, to a height 
of the temple, and to the top of a 
a mountain. These actions, it 
should be remembered, were 
strictly innocent and Jawful. The 
moment the tempter proposed 
any thing wrong, that moment 
he was repelled. Perhaps our 
Savior’s conduct, in this partic- 
ular, is designed to teach us, 
that we should not be deterred 
from doing what is clearly inno- 
cent, though bad men or devils 
mean to take occasion of our 
actions to injure us: provided, 
however, we have some g00 
object continually in view, and 


! 
never expose ourselves ne ec 


lessly to temptation. 

Christ says, v. 19, J will maa 
you fishers of men. Considering 
that the conversion and salvation 


of men are the peculiar work 0! 


God, does not Christ here assume 
the divine prerogative of saving 
men by his own inherent powe! 


He certainly does not inumate 


the necessity of any power su 
perior to his own. And in the 
performance of these first mira 
cles described by the evangelist; 
it dees not appear, that our Sa¥ 
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declared himself to work 
miracles in consequence of de- 
rived power. On the contrary, 
the whole narration stropgly im- 
plies, that He healed the sick, 
and cast out evil spirits, by his 
own independent control over 
ai] natural causes. 

On our Savior’s temptation it 
may be observed,that He shewed 
himself perfectly superior to the 
undue influence of the human 
passions to which he was sub- 
ject. The passion of hunger, 
for instance, which he doubtless 
experienced to an excessive de- 
gree, is perhaps the most uncon- 
trollable of all the passions. Yet 
he remaired unmoved by its 
highest paroxysm, nor would 
seek its alleviation in any meth- 
od suggested by the subtle temp- 
ter. PHILALETHES. 


EDITORIAL REMARKS. 


We are informed that several 
clerical gentlemen, who consid- 
er themselv es as included in the 
liberal party, have manitested 
extreme displeasure at a puas- 
save in the second number of 
Plain Scripture Readings, which 
was published in the Panoplist 
for February last. ‘The pas- 
sage referred to contains the as- 
seruon, ‘that the liberal party in 
England, and the liberal party in 
Boston and the Vicinity, have 
obtruded the Improved Version 
upon the world, and have exert- 
ed themselves much to obtain 
for it a circulation.’ p. 397. This 
assertion was declared to be “a 
malignant slander’? by a member 
ofthe Boston Association, at a 
regular meeting of that body; 
aud other opprobrious epithets 
were called forth of a character 
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not less indicative of strong feel- 
ing. Now it is evident, that 
the assertion above quoted can 
be no Slander if it is strictly true. 
We hold ourselves religiously 
bound not only not to assert our- 
selves, but also not to suffer any 
correspondent to assert, through 
the medium of our pages, any 
fact which we have not good 
reason to believe to be truc; es- 
pecially a fact, which may affect, 
in any manner, the reputation 
of an individual or a body of men. 
Should we, notwithstanding, be 
unintentionally drawn into er- 
ror, and be so unhappy as to 
convey an injurious imputation 
on the character of any man, or 
any body of men, we should con- 
sider it our duty to make all the 
repatation in our power, how- 
ever ungraciousiy the error 
might be pastes out, or what- 
ever unmerited bitterness of re- 
proach we might have experi- 
enced. Under the charge in 
question we feel at perfect ease, 
and are satisfied, as we have no 
doubt every impartial reader 
will be satisfied also, that the as- 
sertion complained of is strictly 
and literally true. But betore 
we proceed to adduce any proof, 
it may be well to describe “the 
liberal party,” as we understand 
that designation. 

And, first, we do not mean to 
convey either praise or dispraise 
by the epithet dédera/. We mean 
not to admit, by the use of this 
word, that the party are, what the 
word naturally imports, Candid, 
ingenuous, free trom bigotry and 
prejudice; nor do we mean to 
imply, by way of irony, that they 
are the reverse of all this, un- 
candid, disingenuous, slaves to 
bigotry and prejudice. We ut- 
terly abhor every attempt to set- 
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tle a dispute by fixing an oppro- 
brious epithet upon an.adversa- 
ry. While there is a difference 
of opinion amon men, however, 
and while we are obliged to use 
human language, we must have 
some words to designate the dif- 
ferent classes of men, who hold 
different opinions. The least 
exceptionable words for this 
purpose of which we can con- 
ceive, are appellatives derived 
from proper names, such as 
Calvinists, Arminians, &c. Pres- 
ident Edwards has shewn,* with 
his usual candor, good sense, 
and clearness of reasoning, that 
no just objection can be made 
to the use of such appellatives. 
But new partics are perpetually 
forming, which cannot be de- 
signated in this manner: what is 
to be done in these cases? The 
best that can be done, in our 
opinion, is, to yield to these par- 
ties some epithet of which they 
seem fond, without admitting its 
justice or converting it into a 
sarcasm. Let the words, which 
are used to point out different 
classes of men, be used tor the 
mere purpose of designating the 
persons who belong to a class, 
and not at all for the purpose of 
describing their character. Let 
the estimation, in which apy 
class of persons ought to be held, 
be formed, not from the mean- 
ing of the name which they have 
chosen, or which has been fixed 
upon them by their opponcits, 
but from mere infallibie sources. 

Le persons composiig tre 
party, which we now have tn 
view, are often described, in 
publications under their ewn 
patronage, as d&berald men: it 


*See the preface to bis Trova tse on 
the Wall. 
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cannot surely give them just of. 
fence if we use the same epi- 
thet, after ‘the explanation al. 
ready offered. And, to exhibis 
our meaning mere fully, we 
take the liberty of saying, that 
should we ever apply the word 
orthodox to the class of persons 
with whom we agree on theolo. 
gical subjects, it will be fap 
from our intention to imply, from 
the meaning of the term, that 
these persons are of course 
right and all others wrong. This 
word, if used at ail, will be used 
from necessity, and for the want 
of some other word which would 
be equaily well understood t 
designate the persons intended. 

But, secondly, we will endea- 
vor to statc, as briefly as _possi- 
ble, several particulars, which 
will show the acceptation in 
which we use the designation o! 
“the liberal party.” 

It will easily be conceived to 
be a difficult matter to define any 
party, which embraces a consi¢- 
erable number of individuals, $ 
as to include every individual o! 
the party, aud exclude all others. 
Yet itis by no means difficult to 
make a definition sufficiently ac- 
curate for ordinary purposes, and 
one which, with suitable qualifl- 
cations, will do injustice to no 
one. For the sake of illustra 
tion, let us refer to the two gre«t 
poittical parties in this counts 
Either of these parties can b: 
so designated in a tew words, # 
that every candid man will at- 
mit the general accuracy of te 
designation; and yet every be 
dividual member of each patty 
might not come strictly wit 
the designation of the party ' 
which he in reality belongs, 4 
to which he gives his infuence 
The same renark wall app! 
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she different classés of men who 
hold different religious opinions; 
and we are confident in saying, 
‘hat the liberal party in New 
England is as well defined, as 
political parties usually are, and 
that the members who compose 
itare recognized with little dan- 
ger of mistake. Their manner 
of preaching, of praying, of con- 
versing, of writing, is perfectly 
well known and understood. It 
may not be amiss, however, to 
particularize some of the char- 
acteristics by which the mem- 
bers of this party are, and have 
been, distinguished. 

1. The clergy of this party, 
eencrally, either omit, or op- 
pose, both in their prayers and 
preaching, all the principal re- 
ligious doctrines which are com- 
monly called the doctrines of the 
Reformation. These doctrines 
are clearly defined in the As- 
sembiy’s Catechism, and are, as 
we believe, among the funda- 
mental truths of the Christian 
religion. It is hardly necessary 
ioadd, that the doctrine of the 
stinity, the divinity of Christ, 
the personality of the Holy Spir- 
ity the native and total depravity 
ofman, regeneration by the su- 
pernatural agency of the Spirit, 
justification by faith alone, elec- 
uon, the divine decrees, the a- 
tonement, the perseverance of 
the saints, the endless punish- 
ment of the impenitently wick- 
fa, and other doctrines closely 
Connected with these, are thus 
vuitted, or opposed. 

*. All those who conducted, 
iostered, or encouraged the An- 
‘hology, after its character was 
“evcloped, and especialiy those 
‘0 approved of the theological 
btt of that work, must be clas- 
“© With the liberal party. We 
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do not mean to include every 
subscriber; for there are proba- 
bly, at least a few subscribers to 
every periodical work, who dis- 
approve of its character and 
tendency, but who take it from 
curiosity or some other motive. 
When the devotedness of the 
Anthology to party purposes is 
considered; when the unbound- 
ed and indisereet profusion of 
praise, which it was accustomed 
to pour forth so lavishly upon a 
certain class of persons, and the 
snarling, contemptuous manner 
in which it generally spoke of 
others of an opposite stamp, are 
called to mind; no one but a par- 
lisan, it will be admitted, could 
approve of that publication: and 
certainly no party but the one in 
question could expect to be 
profited by it. 

S. ‘The patrons and sup- 
porters of the General Reposi- 
tory belong to the liberal party, 
excent a few subscribers on the 
principles above stated. 

4. ‘Tothe same party must 
be referred all who represent 
their opponents as denying the 
Scriptures to be the only inde- 
pendent rule of faith, when in 
fact no man can be found who 
makes this denial; all who raise 
a vehement clamor against 
creeds, confessions, and caic- 
chisms, and yet have no objec- 
tion to deluging the country with 
catechisms of theirown; ali who 
ure opposed to ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline of every kind, in cases 
where doctrines only are cun- 
cerned; all who admit members 
into their churches without re- 
quiring any evidence of personal 
religion, or even of seriousness, 
on the general confession that 
Jesus was the Messiah; and all 
who oppose cxaminine candi 






















oF: 


? 


to CBee edie agypennm >  F 


: ne 
# ; 
7 
* . a 
» © 


nee Oe Py a erg x 






£02 Editoriai Remarks. Apri, 


dates for ordination to the min- 
istry of the Gospel. 

5. ‘To this party must like- 
wise be referred, all those who 
have been conspicuous and yio- 
lept in their opposition to the 
Theological Seminary at Ando- 
ver, on the pretence that this in- 
stitution was founded in illiberal 
and intolerant principles; and all 
who speak very gently and mild- 
ly of the character and state of 
cpen and avowed infidels, while 
they inveigh with intemperate 
zeal against Calvinists, and all 
who resemble them;—while they 
exhibit, in short, more anima- 
tion, more spirit, mere deter- 
mined and persevering hostility 
against the very religious doc- 
trines, which were esteemed the 
glory of our forefathers, than 
against all other objects put to- 
gether. 

There are individuals who 
come under each of the forego- 
ing descriptions, though we do 
not wish to have it understood, 
that every member of the liberal 
party possesses all these char- 
acterislics. 

We have for some time past 
intended to give a description of 
the persons whom we suppose 
to belong to the party in ques- 
tion. Our only design was to 
prevent being misunderstood by 
any one, and to obviate any im- 
putation of using general phrases 
Without assigning a definite 
meaning to them. Had we ful- 
filled our design before hearing 
of the charge, which has called 
forth these remarks, we should 
have mentioned the patronage 
of the Improved Version, and 
its extensive circulation, as a- 
mong the most distinguishing 
marks of the liberal party. We 
cannot, on this occasion, avail 


ourselves of this part of o, 
intended definition; but in fy. 
ture we shall consider an ap- 
probation of that version, as fy». 
nishing to the person who ex. 
presses such approbation pre. 
emiment Claims to be admitted 
into the party, which we (de. 
signate by the epithet liberal, 

All general descriptions are 
liable to exempt cases; if, there. 
fore, a few individuals, not jp. 
cluded in the foregoing descrip. 
tion, should claim to b-: ranked 
with the liberal party, and a few, 
who are thus included, should 
plead that they belong to no par. 
ty, the validity of such claims js 
perfectly consistent with the ac- 
curacy of the gencral descrip. 
t1on. 

We now procecd to prove the 
truth of the assertion, that ‘the 
liberal party in Boston and the 
Vicinityhave exerted themselves 
much to circulate the Improved 
Version;’ and, for this purpose, 
beg leave to state the following 
facts, the most important oi 
which have failen under our 
own observation, and all ef which 
have been communicated to us 
In a manner which we deem au: 
thentic. 

Soon after the Improved Ver- 
sion was published in this coun 
try,a clergyman of the liberal 
party, in Boston, happening te 
converse with another gentit- 
man on the meaning of a texto! 
Scripture, said, *Come, let mé¢ 
see what my Bible says on thls 
passage;” and then consulted 
his copy of theImproved Vers)! 

A distinguished clergyman ©! 
the liberal party, not in Bostols 
was so engaged in circulating 
the Improved Version, that, * 
we ate credibly informed, 
imported a dozen copies from 
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tondoa before the American 
edition was published, 

A gentleman imported a hun- 
dred copies of the stall edition 
rom I.ondon for distribution. 
As we know not who the gen- 
‘ema IS, We Cannot say posi- 
‘ively that he belongs to the lib- 
eral party; but from the nature 
of the fact itself, as well as from 
snother fact to be stated present- 
ly, we have no very serious 
duubts on the subject. If, how- 
ever, it Shall appear that we are 
mistaken, and the importer of 
the hundred copies shall be 
proved of to belong to the liber- 
al party, this fact will of course 
stand for nothing in the present 
inquiry. 

Two clergymen of the liberal 
party, 1n ditferent districts of 
the country, solicited subscrip- 
tions fcr the Improved Version, 
and thus circulated a considera- 
ble number of copies among their 
people. It ought to be stated, 
that one of these gentlemen is 
now, as we are informed, tho- 
vourhly sick of his book, since 
he has become more acquainted 
with it. 

Within a moderate space of 
time, (not more than two or three 
wecks, we think,) several instan- 
cesofa copy of the Improved 
Version being given away by 
inembers of the liberal party 
were mentioned to us. One was 
given toa clergyman, for the 
purpose of confirming him, as 
ke supposed, in the liberal faith, 
though the gift had a contrary 
elect; one to a young gentle- 
man in another profession; one 
‘o a bookseller; and we think 
there was a fourth, but if there 
Was it is forgotten. As these in- 
stances were entirely distinct 
‘rom each other, and were com- 
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municated without any inquiries 
on our part; and as, in this kind 
of charity as well as in others, 
the left hand would not be likely 
to know what the right hand did, 
we concluded, whether justly or 
unjustly others will decide, that 
the whole number of copies 
given away by the liberal party 
must be considerable. 

At the sale ofa library belong- 
ing to the estate of a clergyman 
who was considered as a leading 
member of the liberal party in 
Boston, fifteen copies of the Im- 
proved Version were sold. Thir- 
teen of these were of the small 
London edition; and were kept 
on hand, as was naturally sup- 
posed, for gratuitous distribu- 
tion. Ve are lately informed, 
that these copies were probably 
a part of the hundred mentioned 
ubove, and that if so, they were 
probably left, by the gentleman 
who imported them, to be given 
away by this clergyman as his 
almoner. 

When these books were put 
up at auction, a clergyman of the 
liberal party, who lives in the 
vicinity of Boston, said repeated- 
ly, addressing himself to differ- 
ent gentlemen who sat around 
the counter, “Buy one copy for 
yourself, and one to give away.” 
A respectable literary gentle- 
man present replied, that he 
would buy one if he had not a 
copy already in his library, but 
would never give one away. On 
being asked the reason, he add- 
ed, that the work was a traud, 
and, we think he said, “fa gross 
fraud.” On being further asked 
how it was a fraud, he observed, 
that the work professed to be a 
version on the basis of Archbish- 
opNewcome’s translation, here- 
as it in fact reiected many of the 
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doctrines which the Archbishop 
held. 

After hearing the charge, to 
remove which.these facts have 
been stated, we had the curiosity 
to inquire of very respectable 
sentiemen, men of undoubted 
integrity and veracity, and who 
have had good opportunities of 
knowing the truth, whether the 
statement in the Panoplist was 
accurate. In order to prevent 
all misconception, the occasion 
of the inquiry was stated, and the 
question put in the very words of 
the Panoplist; “Have the liberal 
party in Boston and the vicinity 
exerted themselves much to cir- 
culate the Improved Version?” 
This question, thus explicitly 
stated, was answered in the af- 
firmative without the least hesi- 
tation. The gentlemen went on 
to mention facts to support their 
opinion; and among these facts 
the following remarkable one 
deserves to be noticed here. One 
of these gentlemen some time 
ago kept a school in Boston for 
ihe instruction of young Misses, 
and made a practice of giving 
them a weekly lecture upon a 
certain portion of the New Tes- 
tament. While attending this 
exercise 1t was necessary that 
the learners should have their Bi- 
bles open before them; and for 
this purpose a considerable num- 
ber, (how many cannot now be 
recollected,) brought with them 
copies of the Improved Version. 

In addition to the foregoing 


facts, let the following remarks 


be considered. 

The Improved Version was 
published in Boston by a gentle- 
man, wlfo is understood to be in 
habits of intimacy with most of 
the prominent individuals of the 
hberal party. Did he publish a 
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book of this magnitude Withoy; 
the knowledge ‘of these Fentle. 
men, or against their advice? 

Some time after the Improyed 
Version had been Published, j; 
was declared by the publisher. 
of whose candor and fairness we 
are happy to express a eo 
opinion, that ‘both the Improved 
Version and Griesbach’s Greek 
Testament had been published 
and favorab/y received in this 
country.”"* By whom wes the 
first of these works favorably re. 
ceived, if not by the liberal ‘par- 
ty? And ifa work of this impor- 
tance be favorably received hy; 
any party, is it too much to ip- 
fer that the same party exert 
themselves to circulate it? 

It is sufficiently well known, 
that a majority of the clergy who 
compose the Boston Association 
belong to the liberal party, and 
that a minority are of a differ. 
ent description. This Associa- 
tion meets once a fortnight. The 
Improved Version has been pub- 
lished four years. We have 
been informed by three men- 
bers of this Association, that they 
never heard a word said against 
the Improved Version, by any 
member of that body who is con- 
sidered as belonging to the libe- 
ral party, till the assertion in the 
Panopist of February last was 
under discussion. Nor had the) 
heard a word said by these get 
tlemen in its favor. <A _pertec: 
silence had been observed ?¢- 
specting it. We know it will 
be denied that this silence prove> 
any thing. We submit the ques 
tion without comment, whethe! 
such a silence conce:ning suc: 


* See the advertisem: nt to tle Ec 
ectic Review uf the Improved Ve 
on republished by M., Wells. 
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, work, in the present state of 
religious Opinions, does not 
prove much? 

But a more important consid- 
eration yet remains. The An- 
thology Reviewers, a number of 
gentlemen clearly belonging to 
che liberal party, and who often 
appeared to speak ih the name 
of that party, formally took up 
the Improved Version as an arti- 
cle to be reviewed with Gries- 
hach and the Review of the Im- 
proved version republished from 
the Eclectic Review. Their in- 
‘roductory paragraph is as fol- 
lows: “We take up these three 
articles together, not because 
there is any indispensable neces- 
sity of considering them at the 
same time, but only becanse they 
are sO intimately connected, that 
in our review of one we shall 
find it convenient to make fre- 
quent references to the others.” 
Anthol. for Feb. 1811, p. 107. 

Thus it appears, that, when 
ihe writer began, he expected to 
review the three works before 
him; but is not the reader sur- 
prised to find, that scarcely a 
word is said of the Eclectic Re- 
view, and not a syllable of the 
Improved Version? What is the 
reason of this strange silence? 
Were not the whole tribe of Re- 
viewers able to make up any 
opinion of the work? Or was it 
deemed safest not to give a pub- 
lic opinion? 

The conductors of the Anthol- 
ogy had expressed great indig- 
halon at some omissions in a 
work infinitely less important 
than the Scriptures. ‘Were they 
unconcerned at the exclusion 
from the sacred canon of nearly 
wo chapters in Matthew, and as 
much in Luke? How came it to 
Pass, that one of the most impor- 

Vou. V. New Series, 


tant works, (if it should succeed 
as some of its friends have desir- 
ed,) which has proceeded from 
the American press, or from any 
press indeed, should have been 
mentioned as an article to be re- 
viewed, and then dropped in si- 
lence? 

An earnest wish thatour work 
may not rest a moment under 
the imputation of having slander- 
ed any man, or body of men, 
must be our apology for the 
foregoing remarks. Let it be 
kept in mind, that the question 
whether it is proper or improp- 
er, right or wrong, to circulate 
the Improved Version, has form- 
ed no part of the present discus- 
sion. That question must be 
settled by every man for himself, 
and with a higher responsibility 
than to any human tribunal. 

We are extremely happy to 
find it to be a fact, (though a fact 
of which till lately we never had 
the slightest imtimation,) that 
some ot the clergy, who consider 
themselves as included in the 
liberal party, strongly disapprove 
of the Improved Version. At 
the conversation, which has oc- 
casioned these remarks, one gen- 
tleman of that party declared, 
that he should not be willing to 
have this version circulated 
among his people. Another,how- 
ever, of the same party, declared, 
that he should have no objection 
to its being circulated among Azs 
people. ‘there was also a dif- 
ference in opinion with respect 
to the learning displayed in the 
work, the former ol these gen- 
tlemen not being disposed to 
allow that the editors of the 
Improved Version were comy 
pletely learned, and the other 
inclining to stand up for ‘their 
reputation on that score. <A 
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third gentleman of the same par- 
ty has since declared, that though 
he keeps a copy in his study, he 
should not by any means use it, 
or suffer it to be used, in his fam- 
ily. Now, in reference to this 
subject, we nonor the judgment 
of anv man, of whatever party, 
who thinks the Improved Ver- 
sion an unsuitable book to be put 
into the hands of common read- 
ers, 

It appears to us, however, that 
those, who have charged us with 
being guilty of “a malignant 
slander,” in asserting ‘that the 
liberal party had exerted them- 
selves much to circulate the Im- 
proved Version, have borne 
rather hard upon those of their 
brethren who have incontrovert- 
ibly thus exerted themselves. 
As we have been able, as we 
trust, to vindicate our work from 
the charge of slander, the blow 
which was aimed at us must, for 
ought we can see, fall upon the 
iriends of those who almed it. 
}t would surely be no slander, 
though it might be a mistake, to 
say that any man had circulated 
agood book. Torepresent it as 
a malignant slander, therefore, to 
charge any party with circulating 
this version, is to condemn the 
version itself and all its friends, 
in terms sufficiently decided, and 
rather harsher than any which 
we had ventured to use.* 


* This reminds us of the mannerin 
which the illustrious Burke treated 
the charge of being the author of the 
war between England and Kevolu- 
tionary France. Though he did not 
udmit the fact, he was fur from call- 
ing the charge a malignant slander, 
‘it would be a most arrogant pre- 
stimption in me,” says he, “to assume 
to myself the glory of what belongs to 
his majesty, and to his ministers, and 
t® his parliament, and to the far great- 
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The foregoing remarks would 
not have been so long, had we 
not wished to lay before our 
readers the real state of the case. 
which could only be done by 
copious induction of particy. 
lars. If, however, any clergy. 
man of the liberal party still feels 
in any manner aggrieved by wha 
has been said in our pages re. 
specting the Improved Version, 
and will furnish us with his opip. 
ion of that version, briefly and 
categorically expressed, we en. 
gage to print it jvith his name. 

When publishing the offensive 
paragraph we had not the least 
suspicion that its truth would be 
controverted; any more than we 
now have that it will be denied, 
that the liberal party counte. 
nance the General Repository. 
And should this latter fact be 
denied, we should feel the repu- 
tation of our work for veracity to 
be in quite as much danger, as 
in the case before us. No per- 
son ever supposed that the libe- 
ral party approved of the book 
in question, or of any other book, 
by vote, or in a general meeting. 
Some individuals of the patty 
may have never seen the bo0i; 
others may condemnit. But we 
did suppose, and do still, that so 
large a number of the leading 
and subordinate members of the 
party, countenanced, approved, 
commended, and circulated 1t 
with so little opposition, or with 
no opposition at all, from other 
members of the same party, 4% 
that the language used by Ph 
laleties was perfectly justifiable. 


er majority of his faithful people: But 
had I stood alone to counsel, and that 
all were determined to be guided by 
my advice, and to follow it implicit!) 
—then I should have been the 
author of the war.” 


sole 
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EXTRACT FROM SAURIN. 
«We do not understand our own 
religion: we are most of us inca- 

able of perceiving the admirable 
order, the beautiful symmetry of 
its component parts. Why: It 
is because we have so little zeal 
for our salvation; it is because 
we form such languid desires to 
besaved. Indeed I know, that, ex- 
cept some few unnatural crea- 
tures, except some monsters, to 
whom this discourse is not ad- 
dressed, every body professes to 
desire to be saved, yea, to pre- 
fer salvation before whatever is 
most pompous in the universe, 
and most pleasant in this life. 
But when the attainment of it in 
God’s way is in question, in the 
only way that agrees with the 
holiness of his nature to direct, 
and with our happiness to obey, 
what a number of people do we 
meet with whose desires vanish? 
I desire to be saved, says each to 
himself,—I desire to be saved, 
but not by such a religion as the 
Gospel prescribes, such as Jesus 
Christ preached, such as_ the 
apostles and ministers of the 
Gospel preach after him: but I 
desire to be saved by such a re- 
ligion as I have conceived; such 
an one as gratifies my passions 
and caprices. I desire to be 
saved, but it is on condition, 
that, while I obey some of the 
precepts of Jesus Christ, he will 
dispense with my obedience of 
others. I desire to be saved; 
hot on condition of my correcting 
my prejudices, and submitting 
them to the precepts of Jesus 
Christ; but on condition that the 
precepts of Jesus Christ yield to 
my prejudices. I desire to be 
saved: but on: condition of re- 
lalning my prepossessions, the 
systema T have arranged, the way 


of life I pursue, and intend to 
pursue till I die. To desire 
salvation in this manner is too 
common a disposition among 
Christians.* But to desire sal- 
vation in saying to God, with a 
sincere intention to obey his 
voice, Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? Acts ix, 6. Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to believe? 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
love? Lord, what inclinations wilt 
thou have me to oppose, to morti- 
fy,to sacrifice? Tobe willing to be 
saved in receiving, without ex- 
ception, all the practical truths, 
which compose an essential part 
of that religion, which God hath 
given us. Ah! my brethren, 
how rare is this disposition a- 
mong Christians! 

Without this disposition, how- 
ever, (and let us not be ingenious 
to deceive ourselves,) without 
this disposition there is no sal- 
vation. Itimplies a contradiction 
to say God will save us in any 
other way: for as it is contradic- 
tory to say that he will give to 
an equal number the qualities of 
an unequal number, or to bodies 
the properties of spirits, or to 
spirits the properties of bodies; 
so also it is a contradiction to 
say that vice shall reap the re- 
wards of virtue, that the high- 
way to hell is the path to para- 
dise.”” Sermons, vol. i, pp. 82,83, 


Am. ed. 


ON PRAYING FOR THE HOLY 
SPIRIT. 


CHRISTIANS universallyacknowl- 
edge the duty of praying for the 
out-pouring of the Holy Spirit, 
and for his indwelling and sanc- 
tifying influence. Yet how back- 
ward are they to perform the 

"By Christians the preacher means 
the inhabitants ofa Caristtan Country. 
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duty which they so universally 
acknowledge; and how often is 
the duty performed, when per- 
formed at all,in a cold, unbe- 
lieving state of mind. Our bless- 
ed Savior exhorted and com- 
manded his disciples to pray for 
all things which they needed, es- 
pecially for the Holy Spirit. 
The following words ought to 
be deeply engraven on the mem- 
ory of every Christian, and to 
have a daily influences on his 
prayers: Lf ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto 
your children; how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him? Luke xi, 13. 

Whatever difference of opin- 
ion may have existed as to the 
encouragement here offered to 
the unregenerate, (while contin- 
uing in that state,) to pray for 
the Holy Spirit, all the pious 
have united in admiring the gra- 
cicus and express promise which 
the passage presents to all true 
believers, as an incitement to 
ask for this divine  biessing. 
Why are not Christians more 
awake on this subject? The 
promise to bestow the Holy 
Spirit, in answer to their prayers, 
might well keep alive an un- 
quenchable flame of zeal in their 
hearts, and animate their whole 
lives with one continued exercise 
of vigorous piety. It is the design 
of this paper to lay before Chris- 
tians some arguments, which 
ought to p'evall on them to pray 
unceasingly for the Holy Spirit. 

1. Carisuans should pray for 
the Holy Spirit because they 
continually need the influence 
of this Divine Agent. They 
need this influence for their 
own peace, and as the evidence 
of their own piety. They 
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need it to subdue their jp. 
ternal corruptions, to rescue 
them from the power of the 
tempter, and to establish then, 
in all necessary truth. The 
need it to prevent their becom. 
ing barren and unfruitful, and {0 
preserve them from utterly fal]. 
ing away: for let it be remem. 
bered, that the doctrine of per: 
severance is perfectly consistent 
with the dependence of believers 
upon the Holy Spirit, and with 
its being their indispensable dy. 
ty to ask for divine assistance as 
the grand mean of their preser. 
vation. As Christians value peace 
of conscience, therefore; as they 
value a title to the heavenly ip. 
heritance; as they regard their 
usefulness to their families, to 
the church of Christ, and to the 
human race; as they prize the 
salvation of their souls, they are 
bound to ask for the Spirit of all 
grace. 

2. Christians have friends, 
members of the same families, 
children of the same parents, or 
at least Intimate acquaintances 
and connexions, whose salvation 
is dear to them. What shall they 
do for the conversion of their 
kindred? They must pray for the 
Holy Spirit to convince, con. 
vert, sanctify, and save their 
friends; not neglecting other 
means indeed; but relying on 
earnest prayer for the Spirit, as 
incomparably the greatest and 
best mean in their power. They 
may have friends, who are ami- 
able, modest, and disposed to 
listen to the calls of Christ. The 
Holy Spirit can communicaté 
real holiness where there was 
only the semblance of virtue. 
‘They may have friends, who des- 
pise and revile religion, scol- 
fers, gainsayers, infidels. The 
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Holy Spirit can transform the 
jion into a lamb, and give to a 
serpent the harmlessness of a 
dove. They may have friends, 
who are groping in darkness at 
noon-day, or who are blind lead- 
ers of the blind, utterly ignorant 
themselves of the path in which 
they are attempting to Jead oth- 
ers. The Holy Spirit can en- 
lighten the darkest mind, and 
free from error the most bewil- 
dered and perplexed soul. Who 
that has the least spark of grace 
can hesitate to pray for the neces- 
sary influences of the Holy Spir- 
it, so iar as he regards the hap- 
piness, temporal and eternal, of 
his friends? 

5. The world around us needs 
the influences of the Spirit. 
Christians daily behold vast mul- 
titudes who are walking the 
downward road to perdition— 
profane swearers,Sabbath-break- 
ers, the openly vicious and im- 
moral, as well as other multi- 
tudes of more decent appear- 
ance, who are going the same 
beaten way. Nothing can save 
these multitudes but the exer- 
tion of divine power. Down- 
ward they all go every day of 
their lives, and downward they 
will continue to go, unless ar- 
rested, awakened, and converted, 
by the Holy Ghost. The fur- 
ther we extend our view, the 
nore of sin and misery do we 


behold. If we cast our eyes 


across the Atlantic, and pene- 
wate the heart of the eastern 
continent, or take a survey 
of our Own, we see little but the 
evidences of depravity, error, 
and a general exposedness to 
the wrath of God. A vast vari- 
ety of nations bowing down to 
idols; others following in the 
‘vain of a bloody impostor; oth- 


ers sunk deep into infidelity and 
atheism; others abusine the 
privileges of the blessed Gospel, 
fill up the melancholy prospect. 
What is to be done for this 
guilty world? Christians, pray 
for the Holy Spirit to be poured 
out on all mankind. Unless this 
great giftis bestowed upon men, 
they will continue to sin and suf- 
fer till the world comes toan end, 
and will then enter upon a state 


of increasing sin, and unmitiga- 


ted, increasing, and eternal suf- 
fering. O the awful thought of a 
world containing several hundred 
millions of immortal beings, all 
in need of deliverance from sin 
by the Holy Spirit, all perishing 
unless such deliverance is 
afforded in this life. Of these 
immortal beings millions die an- 
nually; many thousands every 
day. The world is now reeling 
to and fro like a drunken man; 
the moral elements of the uni- 
verse have appeared to be dis- 
solving; without divine inter- 
position things will become 
worse and worse, and mankind 
will soon be without God and 
without hope. Blessed be God, 
there is a remedy for all these 
moral disorders, there is a meth- 
od of deliverance from the sin 
under which the earth is groan- 
ing. The remedy is Christian- 
ity. All other professed reme- 
dies have been tried; they have 
never reached the seat of the 
disease; there is no hope from 
them; even to propose them 
would be a sinful trifling. Chris- 
tianity is the only remedy; and 
this can only be applied by the 
Holy Spirit. Untilthus applied 
it will be a remedy utterly dis- 
regarded. How urgent then is 
the duty of Christians to be con- 
tinually praying for the arrival 
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of the time, when the Spirit shall 
be universally poured out, and 
all men shall be made willing 
in the day of God’s power. 

4. God has laid before Chris- 
tians the most powerful encour- 
agements to perform this duty. 
He has made a direct and express 
promise, that he wil) give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him. Who will dare to ques- 
tion the veracity of God? Be- 
sides, this promise has been ful- 
filled from generation to gener- 
ation ever since it was riven. 
The Holy Spirit has been shed 
abroad in the hearts of many 
redeemed sinners. The experi- 
ence of the Church has also prov- 
ed, that for Christians to sup- 
plicate the out-pouring of the 
Spirit upon sinners, has always 
been the most successful meth- 
od of promoting their salvation. 
In vast numbers of instances, 
when individual churches ‘have 
set apart a regular season for 
the purpose of praying for this 
greatest of gifts, their prayers 
have been remarkably answer- 
ed. In other instanees, prayers 
made for friends and relauves 
have, after a long interval In 
some cascs, been as remarkably 
answered. 

5. The duty of praying for the 
Holy Spirit can always be per- 
formed, if there is a disposition 
to perform it. Many other du- 
ties are much more difficult. It 
is our duty to admonish and re- 
prove sinners, But we may be 
timid, and doubtful of our ability 
to discharge a duty of this kind 
uscfuily to them and acceptably 
to God. It is our duty to 
comfort mourners, relieve the 
wants of the poor, and visit the 
sick. But we may be destiute 
of the time, or the property, or 
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the talents, which would be 
necessary in these cases. There 
is no obstacle in the way of 
praying to our heavenly Father 
except it consists in our want of 
disposition to pray. The pious 
soul can daily mount up as on 
eagles’ wings; it can plead earp. 
estly for the compassion of God 
to be exercised towards guilty 
men; it can use weapons more 
efficacious than any which this 
world can afford; and, when oth- 
er means have proved vain and 
unavailing, it can succeed ip 
drawing down spiritual blessings 
upon the enemies of the cross 
of Christ. 

How kind and compassionate 
is God, in thus making the most 
important of our duties the easi- 
est to be performed at all times 
and by all persons! Let us never 
cease to praise him for this ex- 
pression of his wonderful love to 
the fallen children of Adam. 

And is it true that Christians 
have it in their power to draw 
down upon themselves, and their 
fellow creatures, such inestima- 
ble and eternal blessings as are 
included in the giftof the Holy 
Spirit? How, t iy 
count for their “4 
their deadness, th¥ir fanguor, in 
this respect? Let each one ex- 
amine himself as to the state of 
his own soul. Let him awake, 
and cali upon God. While he 
leaves no other duty undone, so 
far as his ability to perform it is 
afforded, let him above all apply 
himself earn sestly, without inter- 
mission or weariness, to the 
ereat business of asking for the 
Holy Spirit. Who, that has a 
heart of flesh, would not gladly 
relieve. if he could, the sick who 
are now sifffering under a fatal 
epidemic? What excuse, then 
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can a Christian frame for not do- 
ing allin his power to promote 
the healing of his fellow crea- 
qures from the malady of sin, 
when this can be done by asking 
for the gift? Who would not 
gladly open the prison doors, and 
jet the immured victim go free? 
How pressing, then, is the obli- 
gation upon Christians to inter- 
cede day and night for the deliv- 
erance of sinners who are led 
captive by Satan at his will, and 
are preparing under his malig- 
nant influence to be his misera- 
ble slaves for ever? 


Are not Christians loudly call- 
ed upon at the present day to 
unite in meetings for the ex- 
press purpose of praying for the 
Holy Spirit? And is not every 
individual Christian called unon 
to bring all his.faculties into ac- 
tion, and to intreat his heavenly 
Father, in the name and for the 
sake of Christ, to send down the 
Holy Spirit to purify believers, 
awaken, convince, and convert 
sinners, and renovate a guilty 
suffering world? A. B. 


REVIEWS. 


XLIII. 4 short Biblical Cate- 
chism, containing questions,his- 
torical, doctrinal, practical,and 
experimental; designed to firo- 
mote an intimate acquaintance 
with the Inspired Volume. By 
Herver Wiisur,A.M. Sec- 
ond edition, with the Assem- 
bly’s Catechism. Exeter; C. 
Norris and Co. Samuel TFT. 
Armstrong, Boston. 1812. pp. 
48. Price 12 1-2 cents. 


Tue plan of this little publica- 
tion is different from that of any 
catechism which we have seen. 
Itis simply this: instead of in- 
serting answers to his questions, 
the writer has placed a set of ref- 
erences toScripture after each 
question, so that the learner is 
obliged to turn to his Bible and 
collect an answer thence. The 
questions are 188 in number. 
The references are of two clas- 
ses: those of the first are to be 
committed to memory; the oth- 
ers are to be consulted. The 


questions embrace most of the 
great doctrines and duties taught 
in the word of God. The ref- 
erences to be committed to mem- 
ory after each question are from 
two to ten in number; generally 
four or five. 

We give the five following 
questions as a specimen of the 
work. 


“47. What is the tenor of the cove. 
nant of grace? 

“*Is, lv. 3. Heb. viii, 10. |] Jer. xxxi, 
33; and 1, 5. Gen. xvil, 7. Ps, citi, 17, 
18. 

“48. Who is the Mediator of the 
new covenant, or covenant of grace? 

‘fHeb. viii, 1, 6, 8, 10,12. 1 Tim, 
ii, 5, 6. § Gal. iii, 19, 20. Heb. vii, 
22; & xii, 24, 25. Is. xlii, 6. 

“49, Is Christ both able and willing 
to save penitent sinners of every de. 
scription? 

“1 Tim. i, 15. Heb. vii, 25, 26. 
Col. ii, 9. Rom. iii, 25. lj John i, 1, 
14; and x, 25, 30.* Is. xlv, 22, 23. 
Rom, iii, 24—26. 


*“We presume this reference should 
be x, 25—39 ' 
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59. Why was it necessary, that 
the Mediator between the Father and 
sinners should be man? 

**Heb. ii, 14 & vii, 24, 25; & ix, 13 
—15. | Gal. iv, 4.5. Heb. ii, 16; &iv, 
14—16. 

**51. What is the Scripture doc: 
trine of the Atonement? 

“Heb. ix, 11—14. Is. li, 4—6. 1 
John ii, 1, 2. | Johni, 29. Heb. x, 
19—24. 1 Pet. u, 24; & iii, 18.” 


The references before the par- 
allels are to be committed to 
memory. We give another ques- 
tion, and extract a part of the 
answer at length from the Brble. 


“93. Will the cause of Christ fi- 
nally prevail throughout the earth? 

**Ps. ii, 8. Ask of me, and I shall 
give thee the heathen for thine in- 
leritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession; & 
Ixxii, 8—11. He _ shall have domin- 
ion also from sea to sea, and from 
the river untothe ends of the earth. 
They that dwell in the wilderness 
shall bow before him; and his ene- 
mies shall lickthe dust. The kings 
of Tarshish and of the isles shall 
bring presents; the kings of Sheba 
and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all 
kings shall fall down before him; all 
nations shall serve him. Is. ii, 2. 
And it shall come to pass in the 
last days, that the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills; and all 
nations shall flow unto it. Mal. i,11. 
For from the rising of the sun even 
unto the going down of the same, 
iny name shall be great among the 
Gentiles, and in every place incense 
shall be offered, and a pure offering; 
for my name shall be great among 
the heathen saith the Lord of Hosts. 
§ is. xlix,6. And he said, Itis a 
ght thing that thou shouldest be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to restore the preserved 
of Israel; I will also give thee for 
a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayest be my salvation unto the end 
of the earth; & xiii, 4 He shall not 
fuil nor be discoursged, till he have 





set judgment in the earth; and the 
isles shall wait for his law; & lx, 1 
—12; & Ixii, 2. Mat. xxiv, 14. Rey. 
XX» 2—4,” 


The four last references 
would occupy more room than 
can be spared for the purpose, 
The pious reader will deriye 
profit by consulting these inter. 
esting passages of Scripture, 

Mr. Wilbur has executed his 
plan in such a manner, as to de. 
serve the approbation of the 
Christian public. Improvements 
might be made, some of which 
we shall point out; but the ques- 
tions are important, the texts 
referred to generally apposite 
and suited to impress the true 
answer on the mind, and the ef- 
fect of teaching this catechism 
to the young, or rather inducing 
the young to teach themselves 
by the use of it, can hardly be 
otherwise than good. We have 
examined all the references 
which are intended to be com- 
mitted to memory. They form 
a precious treasury of jewels ta- 
ken from the inexhaustible mine 
of Scripture. To have them 
deposited in the memories of 
young persons must be a most 
desirable reward for the labor af 
collecting and arranging them. 

The principal design of the 
author in composing this Cate- 
chism, was to benefit young pel 
sons, associated for the purpose 
of studying the Scriptures to- 
gether in Catechetical Socie- 
ties, a constitution for which is 
prefixed tothe work. Twenty 
such societics have been formed, 
we are told, and have experl- 
enced essential advantage by 
consulting this little manual. A 
large portion of the members 
have proguced answers to ques 
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tions selected for the purpose, 
in the form of written composi- 
tions. The manifest tendency 
of such a course Is, to make the 
Jearner familiar with the Holy 
Scriptures; and while his mem- 
ory is strengthened, and _ his 
mind expanded, by studying the 
momentous truths there reveal- 
ed. his conscience may be a- 
wakened, and, by a Divine bles- 
sing, his heart renewed. 

We would suggest as im- 
provements, that a few of the 
references should be exchanged 
for others, either shorter or more 
appropriate, and that the phrase- 
ology of some questions should 
be altered forthe better. The 
117th question, for instance, Is 
too long; the 160th is . pressed 
in a false taste; the 125th, and 
the 13ist, naturally convey a 
meaning different from the one 
intended, we presume, by the 
writer. These improvements 
can easily be made in the next 
edition; and we sincerely hope 
many editions will be called for. 


XLIV. Hymns for Family Wor- 
shift, with Prayers for every 
day in the week, selected from 
various authors. By Jouxn 
Copman, A. M. Pastor of the 
Second Church in Dorchester. 
Boston; Samuel T. Arm- 
strong. 1813. pp. 162. Price 
62 1-2 cents. 


Tue design of this little book is 
Sufficientiy explained in the ti- 
tle-page. It is a design to which 
every good man must wish suc- 
cess. Every attempt to effliven 
family religion, and to multiply 
and elevate the best enjoyments 
of the domestic circle, must re- 
Celve the cordial approbation of 
all who have ever shared in the 
Vou. V. Mew Series. 


happiness of worshipping at the 
family altar. 

When we inform our readers, 
that of the 149 hymns, which are 
here collected, 40 are from 
Watts, 28 from Doddridge, and 
9 from Steele, making more than 
half the whole number, we shall 
have little occasion te state the 
character of the collection. The 
remaining hymns are taken from 
about thirty different authors 
and collections. Among these, 
the 45th (from Hawkesworth,) 
is eminently beautiful; the 47th, 
being part of a version of the 
19th Psalm by Dr: Dwight, may 
be seen in the Panoplist for Jan. 
i811, p. 361; and the 62d, (from 
a Sunday School Miscellany) is 
avery happy effusion. Here 
will be found hymns suited to 
most of the occasions in which 
man, as a social and immortal 
being, has a peculiar interest. 

We heartily join with the coms 
piler in recommending the prac- 
tice of singing a hymn as a_ part 
of family worship; and are hap- 
py to add, that the selection be- 
fore us will render that delight- 
ful service more various than it 
could easily have been hereto- 
fore. 

The prayers are taken princi- 
paliy from Scott and Touplady, 
and are well suited to their ob- 
ject. 

There is a mis:ake in assign- 
ing the hymn, “While shepherds 
watch’d their flocks by night,” 
to Watts. It was taken trom 
Tate and Brady’s collection. 

As the hymn by Hawkes- 
worth is not generaily known, 
we present it to our readers. 


“MORNING. 
‘Ix sleep’s serene oblivion laid, 


We sa ely pass’d tle silent nigut; 
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At once we see the breaking shade, 
And drink again the morning light. 
New born we bless the waking hour, 
Once more with awe rejoice to be; 
Our conscious souls resume their 
po wer, 
And spring, O gracious God, to thee. 
O guide us thro’ the various maze, 
Our doubtful feet are doom’d to tread; 
And spread thy shield’s protecting 
blaze, 
When dangers press around our head. 
A deeper shade will soon impend, 
A deeper sleep our eves oppress; 
Yet stull thy strength shall us defend, 
Thy goodness still shalldeign to bless. 
That deeper shade shalt fade away; 
fiat deeper sleep shall leave our exes; 
Thy hght shall give eternal dav, 
Thy love, the rapture of the skies.” 


Those who make singing a 
part of their family worship, and 
who are not in the possession of 
more ampie collections, wiil do 
well to use Mr. Codman’s se- 
lection as a manual in their daily 
devotions. 


XLV. Zwo Sermons preached 
at Sandwich; the first, Feb.\6, 
1813, on a day of fasting ap- 
pointed by the First Church 
in that town; the second, Feb. 
17, at the installation of the 
Rev. Jonathan Burr, A. M. 
Pastor of the First Church in 
Sandwich, to the care of the 
Culvinistic Congregational So- 
ciety lately associated with that 
Church. By Oziver Copzs, 
A. M. Pastor of the First 
Church in Rochester. Also 
the Charge by the Rev. Mr. 
LiveERIT?Y of Wareham, and 
the Right Hand of Fellowship 


hy the Rev. Mr. Lincoxn of 


Falmouth. Published by re- 
quest of said Church and So- 
ctety, and the profits to be ap- 
firofiriated to their bencfit. Bos- 
ton; Lincoln& Edmands.pp.23. 


Review of the Rev. Mr. Cobb's Sermons. 





APRIL, 


Tuese exercises are composed 
in a serious strain, and are re. 
plete with the plain momentous 
truths of Christianity; those 
truths, without which all preach. 
ing would be of no avail, but by 
the application of which God 
produces the happiest and most 
durable effects. 

The text of the first sermon is 
2 Chron. xxv, 9. But what shall 
we do for the hundred talents? 

The design of the preacher is 
to exhibit the conduct of dif- 
ferent classes of persons, when 
distracted between an_attach- 
ment to their present worldly in- 
terest and a regard to their duty. 
He then presses upon Christians 
some motives by which they are 
urged to perform their duty at 
the expense of worldly sacrifices. 

' The second sermon is from 
Neh. vi, 3, Z am doing a great 
qwork,so that I cannot come down: 
why should the work cease,wiils! 
I leave it, and come down to you? 

The two objects of this dis- 
course are ‘to exhibit the char- 
acters of some of the numerous 
enemies of this great work, (the 
building of the church of Christ) 
and to point out the duty of those 
who wish well to spiritual Jeru- 
salem, and especially of her 
watchmen.’ 

These discourses will be read 
with peculiar interest by those 
who have been acquainted with 
the peculiar trials experienced 
by the church and society, at 
whose request they were dellv- 
ered, and are now published. 
We have no roem for extracts. 

There are a few unguarded 
expressions to which we should 
object; but which, we presume, 
the author would explain to our 
satisfaction. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGE*® Ct. 


LETTER FROM MRS. NEWELL. 


The following letter was written 
by Mrs. Newell, the wife of 
one of the American mission- 
aries, to a lady in Boston, and 
dated at Calcutta in June 1812, 
Such parts of the letter as con- 
vey the same intelligence, as 
is contained in other letters, 
are omitted. 


Tue last request of my dear 
Mrs. C. (when quitting the be- 
loved land of my nativity,) and 
che sincere affection which I feel 
for her, are my principal induce- 
ments for ranking her among the 
number of my American corrcs- 
pondents. - 

“[ have witnessed scenes this 
morning calculated to excite the 
most lively sensations of com- 
passion in the feeling mind. My 
heart, though so often a stranger 
to pity, has been pained within 
me. Weep, O my soul, over 
the forlorn state of the benighted 
heathen; and, O that the friends 
of Immanuel in my Christian 
country would shake off their 
criminal slothfulness, and arise 
for the help of the Lord against 
the mighty, in lands where the 
prince of darkness has long been 
adored. The worship of the 
sreat god of the Hindous has this 
day been celebrated. We were 
apprised yesterday at sunset of 
its near commencement, by the 
unversal rejoicing of the na- 
tives, which lasted through the 
hight. This morning we went 
ina budgerow* to see the wor- 
ship. Between fifteen and twen- 


* A kind of boat. 


ty thousand worshippers were 
assembled. The idol Jugger- 
naut was taken from his pagoda, 
or temple, and bathed in some 
water taken from the river Gan- 
ges, which they consider s sacred, 
and then replaced in his former 
situation with shouts of joy and 
praise. This I did not see, the 
crowd was so great. After this, 
the people repaired to the river 
side, where they bathed in the 
sacred waters, Said their prayers, 
counted their fingers, poured 
the muddy water down their in- 
fants’ throats, and performed 
many other superstitious cere- 
monies with the utmost solem- 
nity, and with countenances in- 
dicative of the sincerity of their 
hearts. Many of.the females 
were decked with garlands of 
flowers, nose jewels, large rings 
round their wrists, &c. Some 
deformed wretches and cripples 
attracted our attention, and ex- 
cited our compassion. One man, 
bent almost to the ground, was 
supported by two of his compan- 
ions, to the holy Ganges. There 
he doubtless anticipated to wash 
away the pollution of his heart, 
ignorant of the blood of Jesus, 
which does indeed cleanse from 

all sin. O that an abler pen than 
mine would delineate to my dear 
Mrs. C, this idol wership. Sure- 
ly her pious heart would be filled 

with tender sympathy for these 
benighted Atsiatics, and her 

prayers would become more Con- 
stant, more fervent, for the in- 
troduction and spread of the 
blessed Gospel among them. 
Giadly would American beilev- 

ers leave the healthy civilized 


land of their birth, and speng 
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their lives in preaching Jesus to 
the natives of sultry heathen In- 
dia, did they but know how 
wretched, how ignorant, they are, 
and how greatly they need the 
Gospel. Do Christians /ce/ the 
value of that Gospel which bring- 
eth salvation? 

“Let us leave the melancholy 
subject, and turn to one calculat- 
ed to fill our minds with holy 
joy and devout thanksgivings to 
God? In this land of darkness, 
where the enemy of souls reigns 
triumphant, I see the blessed- 
ness, the superior excellency of 
the Christian religion. Yes, my 
friend, there is in heathen Asia 
a favored spot, where the dark- 
ness of heathenism is scattered, 
and the benign influences of the 
Holy Spirit are felt. Even here, 
Jesus has a people formed for 
his praise, redecmed by his pre- 
cious blood from eternal woe, 
and made heirs of bliss everlast- 
ing. Bless the Lord, Uour souls, 
and all that is within us, bless 
and praise his holy name, Last 
Sabbath afternoon I shall ever 
remember with peculiar emo- 
tions. Mr. Ward, a missionary 
blessed and beloved of our God, 
preached in Bengalee to a large 
collection of Hindoos and Ma- 
hometans. The dear converted 
natives appeared to enjoy the 
precious season greatiy. To 
hear them join in singing one of 
Zion’s songs;—to see them kncel 
before the throne of almighty 
erace,—and listen with eager- 
ness to the word of life, was suf- 
ficient to draw tears of joy from 
eyes which never wept betcre. 
After service each dear Chris- 
tian Hindoo of both sexes came 
to us with looks expressive of 
their joy to see new Missiona- 
rigs; and, offering us their hands, 


they seemed to bid us a heary 
welcome. I said to myself, such 
asight as this would eternally 
silence the scruples, and the 
criminal opposition to missions, 
of every real believer. While 
such persons would intercede fo; 
the success of Missionaries, and 
praise the Lord for what he has 
already done. for these once de. 
graded wretches, they would 
weep and repent in dust and 
ashes for their former criminali. 
ty. O that every American 
might be prevented by sovereign 
grace from opposing or ~ wi 
aging those who feel willing 
engage in this work, lest ne 
blood of the heathen, at the last 
decisive day, should be required 
at their guilty hands. 

“Last evening,’ while thov- 
sands were preparing for the 
impure and idolatrous worship 
ot Juggernaut, the native Chris- 
tians assembled at the missiona- 
ry chapelfor prayer. Their en- 
gagedness in prayer, though I 
couid not understand a_ werd 
they said, made a deep impres 
sion on my mind.” 


Extracts from the journal of Mrs. 
Newel transmitted to her mother by 
the Caravan. A journal from the 
time of leaving her native shores till 
the commencement of these extracts, 
was prodably put on board the Fran 
cis; Out the letters by this vessel have 
not yet arriveds 


“Jury 15, 1812. Spent the 
greater part of this day in my 
room alone. Mr. N. went to 
Calcutta this morning to carly 
letters to the captain of the ship 
Francis—Went with Mrs. Ward 
to one of the mission buildings 
in the garden, to see the rooms 
intended for us. There are 
four convenient pretty rooms 
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with bathing apartments, which 
they have kindly offered us and 
our missionary company. In the 
afternoon called upon Mrs. M.* 
_-The good woman, as usual, 
busily engaged in her school. 
How firm a constitution must 
she have, tO occupy a Station at- 
tended with so many cares. At 
four P.M. another message from 
government was received. Mr. 
N.and J. ordered to appear be- 
fore the police again, to receive 
further commands. Mr. J. im- 
mediately took the Suggy 
‘chaise | and set out for Calcut- 
ta In the evening, went with 
Nancy,t and Mrs. W.’s family, 
to the car of Juggernaut, which 
stands in the road. A huge 
building five stories high—im- 
ages painted all over it—two 
large horses with a charioteer 
made of wood in front—with 
many wheels drawn by the na- 
tives with large cables. From 
ihe car we walked through the 
Bazar | market] to the temple, 
where the great god of the Hin- 
doos is now residing—A horrid 
object indeed!—-Not allowed to 
enter the temple; but could see 
him plainly—a log of wood paint- 
ed red with large hideous eyes— 
Little images were kept for sale 
inthe Bazar. We walked through 
an immense crowd of Hindoos 
home. Was confused with the 
noise and bustle of the place, 
and excessively wearied with 
my long walk. 

“16th. Called with Mrs. W. 
upon Mrs. Carapeit, the Armen- 
lan. Mr. Carapeit has gone with 
brother Kristno on a mission to 
Jessore—-will be absent four 
Weeks, Mrs. C. very ill--can 
only talk Hindostunee. Brother 


? 
Mrs. Marshman, we presume. 
tMrs. Judson. 


J. returned about sun-set—A 
letter from Mr. Newell. He 
states that a collection has becn 
made for us among the . friends 
of missions in Calcutta. Mr. 
Thomason presented 500 ru- 
pees already collected. 

How dark and intricate are the 
ways of Providence. We are 
ordered by government to leave 
the British territories, and re- 
turn to America immediately. 
Capt. H. will be ready to sail in 
three weeks. He has requested 
a clearance, but it has been abso- 
lutely refused him, unless we 
engage to leave India with him. 
Thus is our way hedged up— 
thus are all our prospects blast- 
ed. Wecannot feel that we are 
called in Providence to go to 
Birmah. Every account we have 
from that savage, barbarous na- 
tion confirins us in Our opinion, 
that the way is not prepared for 
the spread of the Gospel there. 
The Viceroy would not hesitate 
to take away our lives for the 
smallest offence. The situation 
of a female is peculiarly hazard- 
ous. But where else can we 
go? Must we leave these heathen 
shores! Must we be the instru- 
ments of discouraging all the 
attempts of American Christians 
to give these nations the word 
of life? My spirit faints within 
me. These are trials great and 
unexpected. 

9o’clock. Just returned from 
family worship in the chapel. 
My depressed spirits are a little 
revived. The good Dr. Marsh- 
man felt deeply interested for 
us, and has been interceding in 
our behalf——-Not n:ine, O Lord, 
but thy will be done. I know 
that the gracious Redemer will 
take care of his own cause, and 
provide for the wants of his lit- 
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tle flock. How consoling this—-I 
will trust him and doubt no more. 
17th. I find that writing has 
become quité pleasant, now I am 
alone. My natural cheerfulness 
has returned, and I hope I shall 
never again make myself unhap- 
py by anticipating future evils, 
and distrusting the care of my 
heavenly Father. I have been 
taking a solitary walk in the 
mission garden—-a charming re- 
treat from the bustle of the world. 
How happy would a walk with 
my dear absent mother, or dear 
brothers and sisters, make me: 
and yet as much as I long for 
their society, I am not willing to 
return tothem. Yes, I am pos- 
itively unwilling to go to Amer- 
ica, unless I am confident that 
God has no work for me to do 
here. How far preferable to me 
would be an obscure corner of 
this paganland,where the wretch- 
ed icdolaters would listen to the 
Gospel of Jesus, to all the glitter- 
ing splendor of a civilized land, 
18th. My dear Mr. N. re- 
turned last evening fatigued in 
body and depressed in mind. 
There is now no alternative left 
but a return to America, or a 
settlement among some savage 
tribe, where our lives would be 
in constant danger. Lord, we 
are oppressed; graciously un- 
dertake for us. We know not 
which way to direct our steps. 
Q that the Harmony would ar- 
vive. All these things are a- 
gainst us. Insurmountable ob- 
stacles attend us on every 
side. Pity us,O ye friends of 
Immanuel; pity our perplexed 
situation, and intercede with the 
prayer-hearing Redeemer for di- 
rection in the path of duty 
A prayer-meeting in the mis- 
sion chapel en our account-—the 





dear Baptist brethren deeply jp, 
terested for us. Fervent we, 
their prayers that God would ¢. 
rect our steps! Four prayers of 
fered—three hymns sung—pn 
chapter read. The exercise; 
were all calculated to comfor 
our hearts. 

“I hear the distant sound of 
heathen voices. These misen. 
ble wretches are probably ep. 
gaged in some act of idol wor. 
ship; perhaps in conveying the 
log of wood, which they cali 
Juggernaut, to his former place 
of residence.--A conference jp 
the chapel this evening. The 
bell calls us to breakfast at 8 in 
the morning. Immediately af. 
ter, we have worship in the chap. 
el. At half past one we dine 
at 7“drink tea——go directly to the 
chapel again. Sabbath morning 
and evening service in English 
—-afternoon in Bengalee. Month- 
ly prayer-meeting, Monday mom- 
ing. Weekly prayer-meeting, 
Tuesday evening. A lecture for 
the children, Wednesday even: 
ing. A conference, Saturday 
evening. 

“20th. Mr. Judson preached 
yesterday morning; Mr. Ward 
in Bengalce, afternoon; Mr: 
Newell in the evening. Some 
good people from Calcutta pres- 
ent at worship—a large collec- 
tion of hearers-—all very atten- 
tive. Dr. Marshman returned to- 
day from Calcutta—Brought us 
some intelligence which has re 
vived our spirits @ ttle. Has 
had some conversation with Mr 
Rickets, the secretary, about us. 
He said the Caravan should have 
leave to depart, if we would en- 
gage to leave the British sahil 
tories, and that possibly we 
might have leave to go to the Isle 
of France or Madagascar. 5% 
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then, we shall not go to America 
‘nthe Caravan, but wait the ar- 
rival of our dear brethren in the 
Harmony, and then conclude 
which way to direct our steps. 
The Lord is merciful and full of 
compassion. 

“24th. Went early on Wed- 
nesday morning in the mission 
budgerow to Calcutta, in com- 
pany with brother and sister 
Judson, Co]. Moxen, Miss Hob- 


Z son, and Mr. Newell. Spent the 
me day and night at Dr. Carey’s 

house. The air of this confined 
ws place does not agree with me— 
he a severe head-ache kept me all 
day within doors —Wednesday 
"i morning, breakfasted with Capt. 
m4 Heard at his house. I hope my 
Pe dear mother and other friends 


will have an opportunity of see- 
ing and thanking him on his re- 
turn for his kindness to us. 
Heard of Mr. Thomson’s death 
of Madras. He had received 
positive orders from govern- 
ment to return to England, 
chargeable with no other crime 
than that of preaching the Gos- 
pel. Te has now gone to his 
4 everlasting home, and will trou- 
Fr dle his opposers no more. Tired 
; of the confusion and noise of Cal- 
cutta, | reached Serampore last 
evenine——Found friends to wel- 
‘ come our return. Why these 
‘ great favors? Mr. and Mrs. 
Robinson, Mr. and Mrs. More 


: and family at the mission house. 
Mrs. R. the second wife of Mr. 
5 R. is about 15 years of age, coun- 


try born; i.e. has an English 
lather and native mother. Mr. 
) and Mrs. M.a charming couple, 
‘te stationed at Patna——-have 
Come hither on account of their 
health. 
“26th. Dr. Carey preached 
this morning; Dr. Marshman 
this afternoon, 
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“27th. Moved last Friday to 
a retired, pretty room in the 
garden—Letters from the breth- 
ren at the Isle of France—— 
Rejoiced to hear of their 
safe arrivat there—Long to 
see them—They wili -undoubt- 
edly be here in a few days—How 
welcome will their arrival be to 
us. Mr. Newell, Mr. Judson 
and Nancy [Mrs. Judson] went 
to Calcutta this morning. Anoth- 
er order from government vre- 
ceived last Saturday--and now 
our fate will be decided. I long 
to know the result—I do not in- 
tend to have one anxious feeling 
about our future destiny. [ 
know that the cause of Zion is 
precious to the blessed Jesus, 
and that He will provide gra- 
ciously for those who trust in 
him. I have spent the day alone. 

“28th. I love dear Mrs.Ward 
more and more every day. She 
is remarkably obliging and kind 
tous. I goconstantly to her for 
advice~=she is ever ready to give 
it. Mr. Newell returned this 
afternoon from Calcutta. We 
have obtained liberty trom the 
East India Company to go to the 
Isle of France. <A vessel] will 
sail for that place next Saturday 
commanded by Captain Chim- 
minant, a serious man. But he 
cannot accommodate us witha 
passage. No other vessel is ex- 
pected to sail at present. We 
hear that the English governor 
favors missions—-that a large 
field for usefulness is there opene 
ed—18,000 inhabitants ignorant 
of Jesus. Is not this the station 
that Providence has designed for 
us? A door is open wide—shall 
we not enter and begin the glo- 
rious work? This must be a sub- 
ject for fervent prayer. 

“29th. A world of changes 
this! Early this morning brother 
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Judson called at our room, unex- 
pectedly from Calcutta. Capt. 
Chimminant has agreed to carry 
two of us, in his vessel, to the 
Isle of France, for 600 rupees— 
Sail next Saturday. How can 
such a favorable opportunity be 
neglected? Halted long between 
two opinions—If we go, we shall 
relinquish the pleasure of meet- 
ing the dear brethren, and sister 
Roxana [ Mrs. Nott.] Perhaps 
we shall never see them more. 
They may conclude to labor in 
some distant part of the Lord’s 
vineyard, and we be separated 
from them through life. I shall 
go far away without one single 
female acquaintance—the dan- 
gers of a long voyage must be 
hazarded at a critical period— 
But here let me stop, and review 
all the way in which Ged has led 
me, since I left my mother’s 
house, and the land of my birth, 
How have I been surrounded 
with mercies! What precious 
favors have I received! And 
shall I doubt? Oh, no; my heart 
elacdens at the thought of com- 
mencing with my ever dear com- 
panion the missionary work, and 
of entering upon missionary tri- 
als and arduous engagements. 
So plain have been the leadings 
of Providence thus far, that I 
can pot doubt its intimations. I 
will,o leaning on the Lord, and 
dependjng on him for direction, 
support, and happiness. We 
shall leave the dear mission fam- 
ily at Scrampore, when another 
rising sun dispels the darkness 
of the night—-Have packed all 
our things to-day--fatigued much 
and very sleepy—The wanderer 
and the stranger will ere long re- 
pose sweetly on the bosom of Je- 
sus. It is sweet tobe a stranger 
and a wanderer for such a friend 





. , , , 
Newell’s Journai. Apai, 


as this.—-A valuable present from 
my dear Mrs. Marshman. Thy 
are all my wants supplied. ¢ 
for more thankfulness. Whe, 
wilt this heart of adamant be sy. 
ceptible of stronger emotions of 
gratitude. Bless the Lord, 0 m 
dear American friends, for }j 
kindness to me a stranger in, 
strange land. O, pray that these 
abundant mercies may melt me 
into deep contrition, and sorroy 
of heart for sin. 

“30th. I have this morning 
takcn my leave of my dear Se. 
rampore friends. After a visit 
of six wecks I regret parting 
with them exceedingly. But suc, 
are the changes of this changing 
world. Friends must be sepa- 
rated; the parting: tear will often 
flow. How consoling the hope, 
that there is a world where sep- 
aration will be forever unknown. 
—A pleasant time in going from 
Serampore to Calcutta in the 
budgerow with brother Judson 
and Mr. Neweil—Went on board 
the ship—Much pieased with the 
accommodations—Our birth 1s 
on deck——a cool pretty place— 
Dined at Dr. Carey’s—Spent the 
afternoon at Mr. Myers’s-—a 
charming family, willing to as- 
sist us in every thing—Mr. and 
Mrs. More now residing with 
them—-Drank tea with Mrs. 
Thomason, one of the kindest, 
best of women—More monty 
collected for us. Mrs. T. has 
provided me with many necessa- 
ries—Went to church with Mr. 
and Mrs. T. in the evening— 
most clegant church-—Heard 
Mr. T. preach.” . 

Here ends the journal. We 
have omitted many passages 
which, though particularly inter” 
esting to near friends, it woul 
be hardly proper to publish. 
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Extracts from letters written by 
Mrs. N. to her friends just be- 
fore sailing. 


“Calcutta, July 31, 1812. 
«Dear Mother, 

With a week’s employment 
before me this day, I take my 
pen to W rite you a few lines. By 
reading my enclosed journal you 
will become acquainted with our 
reasons for leaving Bengal and 
going to the Isle of France. We 
sail early to-morrow morning— 
have furniture and a thousand 
little necessaries to get to-day. 

“l go without one female com- 
panion;—but 1 go with renewed 
courame, rejoicing that the Lord 
has opened us a way to work for 
him. I have received favors un- 
merited, unexpected, and great. 

“My health is really excellent 
—incver felt so well in Amer- 
ica.” 

After stating, that the inhabi- 
tants of the Isle of France are 
chiefly French, she observes, “I 
long to engage in the great ob- 
tect for which I left my home. 
1 shal begin to study the French 
language with Mr. N. on the pas- 
sage. Capt. Chimminant talks 
French, 


“QO for more ardent piety.” 


‘ To a sister. 
“Saturday, Aug. }. 

“Having been detained by the 
vessel’s not sailing to-day, I in- 
tend devoting a few moments to 
writing to my dear F 

“The inhabitants of Calcutta 
are remarkably distinguished for 
their liberality. Never did I 
meet with so much benevolence 
4 hospitality among avy peo- 
nle 


Von. V. New Series 





“Sabbath noon, Aug. 2. 

“T have been my dear , to 
the Baptist mission church— 
Heard the good Dr. Marshman. 
It is ordinance-day, but we are 
not invited te commune with the 
church. 

“This does not seem much 
like the Sabbath. ‘The streets 
are all in confusion—business 
done as much to-day as any day. 
The ship has gone down the 
river; we shall follow it to-mer- 
row morning.” 





Te a female friend. 

“Many have been the changes 
through which I have passed, 
since I left my beloved country. 
I have found many precious 
sources of enjoyment, and have 
had some dgh¢ afflictions. _Qur 
voyage was comparatively short; 
but very tedious. 

“But one week aftc” we left 
the harbor, the vesse! sprung a 
leak; and we were for some time 
under the apprehension of per- 
ishing. Many gales of wind 
threatened our vessel with in- 
stant destruction; but our gra- 
cious God preserved us from ev- 
ery danger, and brought us in 
salety to these sultry shores, 
where hundreds of missionaries 
are needed.” - 


“Though a mission among the 
heathen is attended with many 
difficulties and discouragements, 
yet I do not feel soyry that I have 
joined the little company enga- 
gedimone. Since I have been 
here, I have been more decidedly 
positive than ever before, that a 
pious female, deeply interested 
tor the heathen, can greatly in- 
crease the usefulness of'a mis- 
sionary and promote the good of 


the mission. I.ct me give you 
66 
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one instance of this truth. Mrs. 
Marshman has had twelve chil- 
dren; (6 are dead, and 7 adopted 
ones fill their places. ) With this 
numerous family, she has been 
engaged in a school for 13 years, 
consisting of 20, 30, 40, and 
sometimes 50 children. These 
children are mostly half-cast, i. e. 
their fathers are Europeans, their 
mothers natives. The good done 
in this school is incalculable. 
The children are not only in- 
structed in all the branches of 
education taught in our Ameri- 
can academies; but are particu- 
larly instructed in the religion 
of the blessed Gospel. I drank 
tea with her and her little family 
a day or two since, under a large 
tree. A little boy of seven came 
forward, and devoutly supplica- 
ted the blessing of Almighty 
God upon the refreshment be- 
fore us.” 

“J feel more and more willing 
to be any thing, or to do any 
thing, that the cause of Jesus 
might be prospered. My cour- 
age is sull remarkably good. I 
am not discouraged by the trials 
of a missionary life.’ 


With respect to the climate, 
manners of the people, &c. we 
have selected from Mrs. Neweil’s 
journal the following particulars. 

“July 18. Excessively warm 
weather; but not so hot as the 
last Julyin America. The Ben- 
gal houses are made so as to ad- 
mit alj the air stirring. In the 
room where I now keep there 
ate four large windows—tie size 
of American dcors, with Vene- 
tian blinds, and three folding 
doors. There are no glass win- 
dows. A bathing house is com- 
monly connected with each lodg- 


Extracts from Mrs. Newell’s Journal. 
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ing room, and verandas to walk j in, 
in the cool of the day. The floor, 
of the houses are made of stone. 
—the partitions and walls whit. 
washed. 

“20th. From nine to eleyep 
last evening I spent in walking 
in the garden with Mr. Newell, 
I do not suffer the least inconye. 
nience from the evening air jy 
this country. When on the oceay 
we were very cautious of the 
least exposure. But here physi- 
clans, and every one else, advise 
walking in the evening. The 
jackalls are all that I am afraid 
of here. 

21st. Intend going to Cz!- 
cutta to-morrow, should the 
weather permit. I like the cii- 
mate of Bengal much. I do not 
long for a seat by an American 
fire-side, nor for pleasant winter 
evenings, as I once thought ! 
should; but feel perfectly con: 
tented and satisfied with this hot, 
sultry weather. Iam obliged to 
guard against heating my blood 
by walking in the sun, or by 
using too violent exercise. Fe- 
vers, and the prickly heat, are in 
consequence of this imprudence. 
Rosy cheeks are never seen ii 
India, except where a lady uses 
paint. 

“25th. Ihave become a little 
familiarized to the sound of the 
Bei:galee language. It _ has bes 
come quite natural to say ghen 
for sugar, tony for water, &c. k¢ 
One servant’s name is £92 
another o/, another Golove; 
another Jtam Done. Ram is the 
name of one of their gods, and 18 
therefore often added to thet" 
own name. 

“26th. I am happy in finding: 
that the expectations of my A- 
merican friends respecting ™) 
health in India will not be dis 
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appointed. I think I can say, 
that I never felt so strong in the 
summer season, nor ever had 
such an excellent appetite, as 
since I have been here. The 
weather is sometimes excessive 
ly hot and sultry, but to me not 
uncomfortable.” 


The following letter was received 
by the Reaper. It is from the Rev. 
Dr. Marshman to Samuel Salisbury, 
Esq of Boston, and was obligingly 
communicated vo us, al our request, 
for insertion. 


Serampore, Oct. 29, 1812. 
ssMear Sir, 
By our brethren Mr. Johns and Mr. 
Lawson, we have been favored with 
the fruits of the regard which our 
American friends bear to the Sacred 
Scriptures—the sum of 4640 dollars. 
So large a sum subscribed for the 
word of God, almost wholiy by two 
‘owns, Boston and Salem, fills us 
with equal gratitude and surprise. 
Nor can we pass by unnoticed your 
personal exertions in this almost un- 
precedented etfort of Christian liber- 
ality, which you so much forwarded, 
both by your own liberal contribution, 
and, what was still more important 
tous, by your voluntary services in 
rendering the generous eflorts of oth- 
ers efficient, through their confidence 
in your diligence and imegrity in 
conveying the whole tous. We in- 
treat you to add another favor to 
those for which we are already in 
debted 19 you, by couveving to our 
worthy friends with you, in any way 
you judge best, the deep sense we 
have of (his their labor of love to the 
“acred Word, and to the souls of the 
heashens who are sitting in darkness 
aid the shadow of deata for want of 
the ight thereo!;—and to acquaint 
them with a fact, which it would be 
Njust to withhold from their know!l- 
ede, that by this exertion of Chris- 
tun uberality two towns have sowed 
the word of life for a whole nation: 
is sum being fully sufficient to de- 
May the expenses of translating and 
Prining a first edition of the New 


Testament in almost any one of the 
dialects of India; so that the fruit of 
their Christian love may, through the 
Divine blessing (which we intreat 
them constantly to implore. thereon) 
spring up from age to age in the 
country thus enlightencd even to the 
day of Jesus Christ. Glorious 
thought! yet nothing less will be the 
fruit of this one effort of Christian 
liberality, (perhaps begun and ended 
in a month,) if it be wisely and faith- 
fully applied, which it shall be ours 
to do to the utmost of our ability. We 
inclose the last statement of the 
Translations in our hands, which vou 
are welcome to communicate to the 
gentlemen to whom we feel so much 
indebied, in any way you like. 

With our warmest thanks to them 
and to you, Lremain, dear Sir, (for 
my brethren) your obliged friend 
and servant in our common Lord, 

Josh. MarRsHMAN, 
Deacon Salisbury, Boston. 

**N. B. We shall teel highly oblig-. 
ed by your particularly handing this 
to your worthy pastor and Mr, 
Channing.” 


The following is the statement refers 
red to in the foregoing letter, and which 
wrll he found interestng to all the pro- 
amoters of Transiations. 


MEMOIR RELATIVE TO TRANSLA- 
TIONS. 
Addressed to the Society Fune, 1812. 
VERY DEAR BRETHREN, 

Ten months only have elapsed 
since we last addressed you on the 
subject of translations; but a wish ex. 
pressed by the Corresponding Com. 
mittee of the Britush and Foreign Br. 
ble Society that we would suit the 
time of our annual memoir to their 
meeting held in July, imduces us to 
finish the year in June instead of 
August. 

in our last we informed you that 
five versions of the new Testament 
had issued from the press; the Sung. 
skrit, the Bengalee, the Orissa, the 
Mahratta, and the Hindee. Among 
these it is scarcely needful to say any 
thing respecting the Bengualee, 
which has been read for so many 
years, and whichwill shortly require 
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atoufth edition nor respecting the 
Sungskrit, as its being read with 
ease by pundits from all parts of India 
seems a sufficient proof of its perspi- 
cuity. Relative to the other three we 
have been careful to obtain all the 
information in our power. Respect- 
ing the Orissa version, Mr. Jolin 
Peter who iabors in Orissa, writes 
thus ina letter dated 2th December, 
1811: “I have engaged nine persons 
to read the Orissa Scriptures for the 
purpose of ascertaining the character 
of the translation; and I have read 
them to many others. They all de- 
clare, **This is the Orissa language;” 
though some say, ‘“‘there are some 
Sunskrit words in it.” This latter 
fact is unavoidably the case, as none 
of the dialects of India contain a suf 
ficient stock of current words to ex- 
press every term in which the mys- 
teries of Gospel doctrine are-con- 
veyed, 

Of the Mahratta version a gentle. 
man who has resided some years in 
that country, aud who has distributed 
a considerable number of copies, 
writes thus to Mr. Ward; ‘*Teli Dr. 
Carey that the style and language of 
the Mahratta New Testament are 
well understood and mucli commend- 
ed. Mr. J. who knows something of 
Sungskrit amd reads the Mahratta 
very freely, mentions it with great 
praise.” He also adds, **Mahadeo, 
to whom 1 gave a New Testament, 
has nearly read it twice through, and 
seems greatly interested by its con- 
tents. Kistna has read the New 
Testament through once, and seems 
eqtiaily interested as Mahadeo. Bhu- 
wanee is scading the New Testament 
through a second time, and seems 
rather more warmiy attached to it 
than the other two. Narayuna a 
youth, is reading through the New 
Testament a second time to his 
mother and others of his family. His 
mother often declares her love tor 
Jesus Christ and speaks of the glad 
tidings to her friends.” 

We have received information that 
the Hindeet version has been sought 


+We apply the term Uindeoee or 
Hindee to that dialect of the Hindoo- 
sthanee which is derived principally 


from the Suugskrit, and which afore 


Arnau, 


and eagerly real in Qrissa, at Mal. 
da, at Patna, and even as far as 4, 
gra, which places embrace 4 circuit 
of more thana thousand miles. 
seems also to have been read wiih 
interest around us; copies having 
been requested by natives of various 
parts of India frequenting or resid. 
ing in Calcutta and its, neighborhood, 
Among others, several from a battal. 
ion of sepoys stationed within a few 
miles of us, but among whom we 
have never been, have repeatedly 
come to Serampore soliciting copies 
of this version; and in some instanees, 
they have afierwards employed us to 
bind them at their own expense, The 
demand for the Gospels and the Acts 
(which were stitched in a separate 
volume) has tmdeed been so great 
that we have reprinted a small edition 
to complete the NewTestament again, 
But nearly every cop; of it thus com. 
pleted anew was given away prior to 
March last, when we resolved on 
printing a larger number of what 
would be the third edition of the 
Gospels, and the second of the rest 
ofthe New Testament. 

These circumstances relative to 
the three versions just named, greai: 
ly encourage us, and give us reason 
to hope, that imperfect as they at 
present may be, they yet render the 
Sacred Oracles intelligible to the 
poor and the ignorant as well as tothe 
learned; and by unremitted attention 
to the improvement of every succeeé- 
ing edition, we shall at length be en- 
abled, through the divine blessing, 
to accomplish a work which appears 
to us so important, and give the nu- 
merous millions around us a faithful 
and perspicuous version of the word 
of lite. 

Il. We now advert to the Progress 
made in Translations within the last 
ten months, which indeed has net 
been very great, as much of our a 
tention has been directed to revising 
and preparing for the press those a- 
ready translated. The progress mide 
has been chiefly in the sungskrit, 


the invasion of the Mussulmans was 
spoken throughout Hindoost’ han. It is 
still the language most extensively un 
derstood particularly among the com 
wom peopie. 
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the Cashmire and the Chinese. In 
the two former the translations have 
heen carried forward from the last 
book of Samuel to the 2d of Chroni- 
cles. In the Chinese the translation 
had advanced from the middle of 
Numbers to the 5th chapter of the 
first book of Samuel. 

The following are the versions in 
which copy has been revised and 
prepared for the press. In the Orissa, 
copy has been prepared to the 20th 
chapter of the 2d book of Kings. In 
the Hindee, to the 26th of Numbers. 
In the Mahratta, the copy is ready 
tor the press to the 2d of Deuteron- 
omy. Inthe Shiéh, to the 4th chap- 
ter of the Acts of the Apostles. In 
the Telinga, little has been done be- 
side preparing a grammar of the lan- 
ruage, which is now in the press. In 
the Chinese, the Gospel by St. John 
is undergoing a third revision, and 
the first chapter is now in the press, 
As the public have taken an interest 
in this version that demands our 
warmest gratitude, it may perhaps 
not be disagreeable to them to be 
made acquainted with the mode we 
adopt in thus revising, as this may 
possibly enable some learned and can- 
did friend to suggest an interest- 
ing hint on the subject. It is this: 
with Griesbuch betore him brother 
Marshman goes through the correct- 
ed copy, sentence by sentence, with 
Mr Lassar, and then slowly reads to 
him the English from the Greek of 
Griesbach, that he may judge of the 
meaig and spirit of the whole by 
sceing it in its connexion. Whena 
proper portion is thus prepared, two 
copies are taken of UU, one of which 
Mr. Lussar takes home with him 
(for in his daily course brother 
Marshman and he constantly sit to- 
gether, ) that he may weigh it when 
uwone, judge of the Chinese idiom, 
and avail himself of any idea arising 
vom his acquaintance with the Ar- 
menian version, esteemed so excel- 
lent. The other, brother Marshman 
examines ia the mean time with a- 
hother Chinese assistant, takes his o- 
pinion on every new character, and 
where any clause seems obscure, 
Causes him to write duwn his idea 
Of its meaning in other Chinese 
wercs, When brother Marslinan and 


Mr. Lassar have thus satisfied them- 
selves, the double page is set up in 
the new Chinese types cut in metal, 
which is perhaps the work of half .» 
hour for one of the youths studyin, 
Chinese: a few copies are then take : 
off and one given to Mr. Lassar, the 
Chinese assistants, and to each of the 
youths, for their perusal and remarks. 
When none of us are able to suggest 
any further alteration, the double 
sheet is printed off. This method 
necessarily requires much time, and 
permits us to advance but slowly in 
printing, particularly at first; but the 
peculiar nature of the Chinese lan- 
guage, differing as it does from alk 
we are engaged in beside, seems to 
demand this care. Nor will it be ul- 
timately any real loss of time to the 
work itself; for although we do not 
expect that even this care will render 
the first edition perfect, as its accu. 
racy must of course be in proportion 
to our knowledge, yet we have rea- 
son to believe it will free it from any 
very gross faults; and the knowledge 
and experience daily gained by this 
method, in conjunction with the con- 
tinued study of the most esteemed 
Chinese authors, will we trust at 
length enable us to purge it of these, 
and to proceed in the work witb an 
increased degree of speed as well as 
of certainty. 

III. We have also had an opportu- 
nity of extending the translation of 
the word of life to the language of 
Assam. A pundit, a native of As- 
sum has been procured, and the na- 
ture of the dialect carefully invest 
gated. The character current there 
is found to be Bengalee, and the 
construction, and at least nine-tenths 
of the words are identically so. but 
the grammar differs. The termina- 
tions of the nouns and verbs vary so 
much as to render a native of Benga} 
scarcely intelligible to one of Assam, 
Perhaps the difference may be as 
great between the two languages as 
between the Hebrew and the Chal- 
dee. It is at least equal to that be- 
tween the Chaldee and the Syriac. 
On maturely weighing the matter 


therefore, it appeared weli worth the: 


labor to remove that slight pkilologi- 
cal barrier, and aliure the Assamese 
to the perusal of the word of life by 
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giving it to them entirely in their ac- 
customed mode of speech, especially 
when it can be done without the ex- 
ja nse of anew fount oftypes. The 
translation is advanced to the begin- 
hing of John. 

The death of that eminent philo- 
logist Dr John Leyden having left 
unfinished several translations of the 
Gospels, we have retained a Pushtoo 
ov 4j/fhan moonshee, and by sieady 
application we hope to be enabled in 
due time to carry forward the trans- 
lation in this language 

IV. Instead of mentioning any new 
editions which have issued from the 
press since our last memoir, we are 
called to bow in silent submission to 
a most awful and mysterious dispen- 
sation of Divine Providence. March 
llth, when the Pentateuch in Mah- 
ratta and Bengalee was nearly 
printed off, the New Testament in 
the Skikh and Telinga languages in 
the press, together with the Hin- 
doosVhanee by Mr. Martyn, and a se- 
cond edition of the Hindee, and a 
large edition of the Tamul New Tes- 
tament, it pleased an all-wise Provi- 
dence to suffer a fire to break out a- 
bout sixin the evening, which, after 
being resisted for four hours with all 
the help we could procure, baffled 
every effort made to stop it, and in- 
creasing, in about two hours consum- 
ed the building and all the printing 
utensils therein. ln addition to ex- 
tensive founts of English types, one 
of Hebrew and two of Greek, there 
were destroyed no less than fourteen 
in the various languages of the East, 
among which were fountsof Arabic, 
Persian, Deva-naguree, Chinese, 
Burman, Mabratta, Skikh or Punja- 
bee, Telinga, and Tamul. This calam- 
ity was heightened by the loss of a- 
bout. 1400 reams of English paper, 
great part of which had been deposit- 
ed with us by the Calcutta Auxiliary 
Bible Society, for the sake of printing 
editions of the New Testament in 
Tainul, Cingalese, and Malayalim, 
and by the destruction of books and 
manuscripts which has cost nearly a 
thousand pounds. The nett loss, in- 
cluding the buildings, amounted to 
about sixty thousand rupees, or 
£7,500 sterling, exclusive of the pa- 
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per belonging to the Calcutta Auxij. 
iary Bible Society. f 

Yet amidst this melancholy dispen. 
sation of divine Providence it was 
easy to discern traces of its tender 
care. The Presses, which could 
scarcely have been replaced in India, 
being in a room adjoining, were got 
out unhurt; and to o¥r inexpressible 
joy we, the next day, found uninjur. 
ed among the ruins, the Steed Punch. 
es of the various Indian languages 
whicb had taken us nearly ten years 
to get made, and which it must have 
taken almost as many years to re. 
place, independently of the expense, 
as they are made by onlv two artists 
in Bengal. Of above 4000, however, 
scarcely 70 were found missing. Af. 
ter maturely weighing this dis pensa- 
tion of divine Providence, we felt 
convinced that it did not free us in 
the least from the duty of pressing 
forward the work of publishing the 
Sacred Scriptures, but rather called 
for increased exertion thereim, That 
the printing of them therefore might 
suffer as little delay as possible, we 
resolved on immediately commencing 
the work anew in a commodious 
building we had formerly let, but 
which had been given up to us four 
days before the tire broke out. There, 
with the melted metal, we begun 
casting afresh the various founts of 
types in which we were printing the 
Scriptures; and through the good hand 
of God upon us, we have been ena- 
bled in these four months to get ready 
a fount of large types in the Peva- 
naguree for the Sungskrit Scriptures 
and of small ones forthe Hindee; 
and also founts in the Tamul, Orissa, 
Bengalee, Mahraita, and Shikh lan- 
guages, in all which we are now 
priming some part of the Scriptures: 
namely the New Testament im the 
Hindee,Shikh, and famul languages: 
(the last an edition of 5000 copies * 
the sole expense of the Calcutta Aux 
iliary Bible Society,) the Pentateucl 
in Hindee, Mahratta, and Bengaleei 
andthe Historical Books in Oriss@ 
and Sungskrit. The Chinese moves 


{It hence appears, that the loss ©% 
considerably less than was at first fear 
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bie metal types we had brought into 
cach a state of forwardness prior to 
the fire, as to be ready for printing 
the Scriptures with them; but they 
were then all melted down, We have 
however kept the Chinese type cut- 
ters incessuntly employed ever since, 
and have now the first sheet of John 
in the Chinese press. 

Nothing further remains but the 
pleasing duty of acknowledging the 
supplies by means of which Divine 
Providence has carried forward the 
work this year. Part of these con- 
sists of a donation from the Corres- 
ponding Committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society of £1000; 
tor which we beg you will tender the 
British ant Foreign Bible Society 
our warm and cordial thanks. 

Another most seasonable supply is 
isthe sum of £ 901 received by you 
from a great number of friends to the 
Scriptures both in England and 
America, mentioned more particular- 
ly in your Periodical Accounts, No, 
XX. andto whom also we beg you to 
present our warm and grateful ac- 
knowledgments. 

The last sum we mention, which 
demands our gratitude as evincing a 
love tothe cause of God far above the 
value of the sum given, is a present 
of 20 dollars sent us from America 
by a friend of the word of God. 

The sums stand thus: 
Dr. EXPENDED. 

To learned natives for assistance 

in the various languages, 10 months, 
6024 47 

Balance, 92183 3 

Sa. Rs. 15.252 80 

RECEIVED. Cr. 

By money collected in England 
‘taken from the Periodical accounts, 


No XX, -..-- ---+ 72128 0 
The Brivish and Foreign 
Bible Society, - - - - 800000 


By cash received from A- 
mente, <« < - = = 4000 


Sa. Rs.f 15,252 8 0 


t4 Sicca rupee, at the present rate 
y exchange, is worth just half a span- 
sh milled dollar in India; and eight 
“upees ure equal to one pound steritng. 
ED. PAN. 


The balance of last year we are 
unable to give with accuracy, as the 
account was burnt at the time of the 
late fire. As we previously sent a 
copy to you, however, we beg you 
will supply the deficiency. 

We have to add, that although we 
have editions of various parts of the 
Scriptures in the press, we have 
been unable, through the late fire, 
to carry any of them to account, as 
we never place any version to the 
account of the public till it be wholly 
printed off. This in the present in- 
stance makes a difference in the bal- 
ance of more than 8000 Rupees; that 
sum having been expended by us on 
the editions now in the press though 
not yet carried to account. 


The following is a View of the State 
of the Translations as already detailed. 

1, Sungsérit, N.T, Printed. O. T. 
Pentateuch printed; historical books 
printed to 2d Samuel. Copy prepar- 
ed to 2d Chron. ii. 

2. Chinese, N. T. completed; St. 
John in the press. O. T. Translated 
to lst Sam, v, 

3. Bengalee, N- T. Third edition 
printed and nearly distributed. O. T. 
Second edition of the Pentateuch 
printed to Leviticus iv. 

4. Orissa, N.T. Printed. O. T. 
The Hagiographia and the Prophets 
printed; the historical books printed 
to 1st Kings. Copy prepared to 2d 
Kings xx. 

5. Mahratta, N. T. Printec. O.T. 
The Pentateuch printed to Num. iv, 
Copy revised to Deut. ii- 

6. Hindee, N. T. 2d edition in the 
press. O. ‘Tl. The Pentateuch print- 
ed to Exodus ii, Copy prepared ta 
Num. xxvi, 

7. Telinga. Matthew in the press. 

%, Kurnata, Matthew revised for 
the press 

9 Shikh, N. T. Printedto Luke, 
vii. Copy revised to Acts iv. 

10. Cashmire, N. T. Translated to 
Rom. il. 

il. Burman. N, T. Copy prepared 
to Luke xviii. 

12 The Assam, N. T- Translated 
to John vi. 

13. The Pushktoo, or Affghan, N. V 
commencing. i 
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Jan. 14, 1812. Froma stranger - - - $3 00 
Feb, 13. In anote, in which was written, ‘A tribute of female re- 
gard to the Asiatic Mission” - - - 10000 
March 12. From Alfred Bliss - . : - 1 00 
Ap. 3. From Mrs. Wadsworth, her subscription on a paper in A. G. , 
Phelps’s hands : . : - 50 0 
6. From Miss Eunice Wadsworth - - - 12 Ww 
16. From Daniel Wadsworth, wea ° ° : 69 00 
May 6. From a lady - - - - 1 
14. Fromm Israel Ely, (Sharon) - - - 5 00 
Jane 3. From Nehemiah Lambert . . - 5 00 
13. From Miss Mather by Mr. Mills - - - 2 th) 
July 21, From A. G Phelps on account of a subscription in his hands 335 35 
Sept. 14. From the Rev. Mr. Finley of New Jersey 3 00 
Dec. 29. From Anson G. Phelps, being the balance of subscriptions 
in his hands - . - . 67 00 
Feb. 3. 1815. From two ladies, £5 each, by the Rev. Mr. Perry of 
Sharon, §$10—From two yourg ladies, by the same, $5 15 00 
5. From the Rev. Joseph Stew art, in behalf of the First Presbyte- | 
rian Church in Hartford - - - 10 0) 
10. From Joseph and Martha Rogers §5 each - 10 00 
22. From Mrs. Cogswell, by Dr. Cogswelt - - 5 00 
23. From a friend to missions towards repairing the Serampore loss 100 00 
March 9. From John Caldwell, Esq. - 20 v0 
11. From three sisters,the donation to be at the disposal of the Board 100 v0 
From F, Cheeseborough, by Mr. Boardman - - J 
J. Selden by Mr. Corning - . : 1 
Interest on a part of the foregoing sums - : 29 OF 
$1,050 G0 
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DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 





March 29, 1813. From Mr. Peletiah Perit of New York $50 00 
Mar. 29—April 14. From individuals in Norfolk, (Vir.) re- 
mitted by William Maxwell, Esq. for Serampore loss 60 00 
Mar. 31. From” Mr. James Irwin of Painted Post, Steuben a 
county, (N. Y.) - : - 2 60 
From individuals in Hartford, (Con.) and the vicinity, by 
Mr. Peter W. Gallaudet,t viz. towards the transla- 
tions - : - $80 
to the disposal of the Board - : 100 180 00 
Ap. 1, From the Foreign Mission Society of Boston and 
the Vicinity, towards the translations - - 493 97 
Annual subscriptions received since Jan. 15 : lu6 64—600 6i 
3. From D. P. S.. a Postmaster, by mail r. 5 00 
20. From Mrs. Wheaton, Dedham, toward repairing the _ 
Serampore loss : - 15 00 


23. From the First Congregational Society in Fairfield, 
(Con.) by the hands of David Judson, Esq. a coutri- 





bution towards repairing the Serampore loss - 67 00 
26. From the Foreign Mission Society of the Western 
District of FairfieldCounty, by Mr. T. Dwight, jun, 58 25 
From individuals in Middlebury, (Con.) by the Rev. 
Mark Mead, remitted by the same hame hands - 27 00 85 25 
Bi. v65 46 


¢This sum, added to the sums previously remitted by Mr. Gallaudet, 
makes $1,030; viz. $600 published in the Panoplist for Jan.; $250 in the 
Pan. for March; and $180 above. These sums were contributed as follows, 
as stated in a memorandum transmitted by Mr. Gallaudet; viz. 








The foregoing subscription was taken up at the special instance of the Kev- 
Dr. Strong of Hartford. 





